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She above pefevasents, a HAeguster fue, the Maser of 
which wKecetving Honey from ahkady who ti cone te 

Sire arervant on the Lt Side are lwo Town hiahed 

vauling at hertmpluity of a Country Girl Whee bd 

come to ech for ar WMeslrefo, ano on the Aight i ar 
Ud Baio wouling for hé Opportunity to Stire the Girt 
undere Spelence Of a eServiantl, though eatiliy hee ot 


only Snelendeo for lhe Sates to Debauch . 


THE : 
Cheats of Lonpon Expofed : 


OR, THE | 
TRICKS of th TOWN 


Laid Open to Bot SEXEs. 
BEING 
A clear Difcovery ‘of ‘all the various. Frauds and 
Villainies that are daily pra&tifed in that great 


~ City. Among many ‘others, are ta: following, 
WAZ, . 


Highwaymen, or |] Duffers, . Bawds, 

Scamps, ,.| Setters,» Whores, 
Sharpers, Pretended Friends, | Pimps, 
Gamblers, Mock Auétions, jilts, 
Kidnappers, Regifter-Offices, Goffips, 
Waggon-hunters,} Quacks, And& | 
Money- -droppers,. | Bullies, | Fortune-Tellers, 


The whole laid down in fo plain and» eafy a man- 


ner, as to enable the moft innocent Country Peo-. 
ple to be compleatly on their Guard how to avoid 
the bafe Impofitions of fuch vile and abandoned — 
Wretches, who live by robbing and ruining the 


young and innocent of both Sexes. 
TOGETHER WITH : 
GENERAL REMARKS on the prefent State and 
Condition of. the Town, interfperfed with ufeful 
~ Admonitions, to Perfons of all Ages and Con- 


ditions. 
By the Author of the MIDNIGHT SPY. 


Herein are fhewn the various Feats 

Of Whores and Rogues, and other Cheats ; 
Here Youth’are taught thofe Snares to fhun, 
By which too many are undone. 


Adorned with curious Copper-Plates. 
| LONDON: ; 


Printed for J. Cooxe, at the Shakefpear’s- Head, 


in Pater-nofter-Row, Price One Shilling. 
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tioners, fo that. whoever fhall prefume 
to pyrate it, will be profecuted as the 
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PREFACE. 


HE defcriptions and admonitions 
contained in the following fheets, 
were dictated by one who has ee ex- 
perienced the fatal effe(ls of an enfnaring 
town in-his own family. 3 
_ Tf a fitter allured into deftruction, and 
a brother brought to a, fhameful end, 
even after a virtuous education, through 
the bewitching wiles of thofe who lay in 
wait to deceive, may be deemed fufficient 
motives to .excite averfion to the bafe 
caufes, the author thinks apology for this’ 
undertaking wholly needlets. | 
A man cannot evince his regard to : his 
fellow-creatures, 1 in a {tronger manner than 
by warning them of dangerous courfes, 
and directing them towards thofe, which 
lead to virtue and happinefs, 
A.-2 As, 
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As, in a natural fenfe, guiding the 
blind, and informing the ignorant are 
efteemed the moft exalted aéts of -hu- 
manity ; foin a moral one, to point out 
to the innocent and unwary, the traps 
that are laid for them, and into which, if 
they fall, the moft fatal confequences will 
,enfue, rake be allowed the higheft inftance 
of benevolence. ; 

A young perfon trained under the eyé 
of an affectionate parent, accuftomed to 
fober company, and chafte and innocent 
in converfe, generally attracts the difpofi- 
tions of thofe, amongft whom he lives ; 
and if he has not been much abroad 
into a bufy, and enfnaring world, is apt 
to believe, that thofe honeft, downright 
ptinciples, which influence his actions, — 
are generally prevalent with the reft of 
mankind. 

Though to be ignorant of the various 
forms of fraud and deceit practifed in 
this bufy fcene of things, may be deemed 
fome part of the happinefs of rural 
life; yet if the unexperienced youth 
embarks in this maze of perplexity, 
without caution againft its various chica- 
neries, that very ignorance may prove his 
bane, 
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The ‘aetigh of this little undertaking 
ts to exhibit to the view of the honeit 
Londoner as well as Countryman, a pic- 
ture of low-life that ts daily acted in this 
town, to the ruin of thoufands of inno- 
cent youth, and diftrefs of thoufands of | 
difconfolate parents. 

To render our plan more perceptible 
to our reader, we fhall range the various 
vicious and abandoned characters of 
both fexes, under diftinét heads, where- 
in will be given a fuccinét account of 
their deftable practices, and to which 
will be fubjoined the moft expedient 
methods to avoid their pernicious ef- 
fects. 

The author, to exempt himfelf from 
any injurious imputation he might other- 
wife incur from being | acquainted with 
every minute circumftance of fuch hor- 
rid fcenes, thinks proper to inform the 
ingenuous reader, that they were com- 
municated to him by.an unhappy brother, 
who had been an actor in many of them, 
and f{pectator in all. 

Affected by their influence on fo near 
a relative, and dreading their dire ef- 
fects on others, he thinks it incumbent 
on him, as a debt of humanity, thus to 
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expofe thofe fallacies, that deprive fo many 
not only of their reputation, but their 
very lives. : 

As his intention 1s honeft, he hopes little 
inaccuracies will be overlooked, efpecially 
as his labours are not calculated for the 
perufal of the carping critic, but the plain 
honeft man, who hates every thing which 
is bafe, and will therefore readily embrace 
what may be offered to enable him to de- 
tect and avoid it. 

Regardlefs, therefore, of the {neer of 
modern wits, or the ridicule of the aban-. 
doned, he will efteem it an ample compen- 
fation for the pains he has beftowed on this 
trifle, if it happily tends to the deteétion 
and deftruction of one vice, or defence and 
‘promotion of one virtue. 
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LONDON Expofed: 


O'R, Tt H'E 


TRICKS of the mT as 
Laid open to both Sexes : 


N this little treatife we have not only under- 
taken to guide the countryman of all ranks 
to London, but to preferve him when there ; 

nor are we at the fame tinte lefs deficient i in en- 
deavouring to keep inviolate the morals of our 
townfmen; in order to which we begin with 


HIGHWAYMEN or SCAMPS. 
: dt Reais are generally perfons, that have 


been accuftomed to extravagant living, 
and lewd women, and thus exhaufted their fub- 
fiance. If fuccefsful in bufinefs they appear as 
gentlemen, and get acquainted with the oftlers 
on the road, and fome landlords to obtain intel- - 
ligence. Gentlemen traveliers frequently call for 


the landlord to take a glafs with them; and - 
the 


Gy | 
the courfe of converfation difcover what cafh 
or notes they have, and where they lie, the road 
they are going, and the inn they ufe. When 
Mr. Scamp comes, he calls for a bottle or bowl, ~ 
and afks, what news ? when, perhaps, the 
landlord, undefignedly, informs him that fuch | 
or fuch company are in the houfe, who have 
given intelligence concerning various particulars, 
which he. repeats uf time permits. For thefe 
xeafons mary gentlemen are purfued on the road, 
though more are met-by chance. Highwaymen 
generally crofs you before they falute; but I ad- 
vife all gentlemen travellers not to divulge what 
_ fubftance they have with them to any landlord or 
 eftler, efpecially within forty miles of London ; 
as they generally difcover all the information 
they can get, either through ignorance or defign. 
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| HESE are the more delufive, as moft of 
them are men of reputable extraction, tole- 

rable education, and decent appearance; ‘but 
through vicious purfuits have fquandered their 
fortunes, and loft their reputation. They range 
the town in the garb, and under the character of 
gentlemen of independent fortunes; and make 
it their bufinefs to find out young heirs of much 
wealth, and lefs prudence, who having left their 
rural abodes, and being captivated with the no- 
velty of atown life, often affe&t the company of 
thofe who, according to the common phrafe, 
are faid to know life. “They commonly refs the 
billiard table, the cockpit, the race courfe, the 
hisses tennis: 


(%g-} 


tennis court, and bowling-green; in the re- 
{pective games belonging to which they are ge- 
nerally well verfed by along, once coftly expe- 
rience. ‘ 

Having been as they call it taken in themfelves, 
they falfly infer their right to take in others; 
and accordingly turn their whole minds to that 
bafe purpofe. Conftant practice teaches them 
almoft at a glance to difcern the gamefter from the 
cake, as they term it; and fucha one is no fooner 
entered their place of refort, but they devife 
means to draw him in for the plate ; and gene- 
rally {trip his pockets before he departs, So fal- 
lacious are they, that they will, even under the” 
maf{k of friendfhip, draw an unguarded, gene- 
rous man into the moft deftructive meafures, and 
fhare with their bafe confederates the produd& of 
their treachery. If you hazard your Money in 
bets witha fharper, as cheating is his infeparable 
qualification, you have not only blind chance to 
deal with, but fuch a combination of deceit, and 
fuch a train of tricks and flights link’d together, 
that even good fortune itfelf is not fufficient to 
guard and fecure you againftthem, Nay, if you 
could arife to a degree of eminence in any par- 
ticular game, he would even then devife means, 
either by working up your paffion, or eluding 
your infpeCtion, to fruftrate your point and carry 
his own, 

He will inveigle you, from time to time, into 
one fport or another, amongft others of his clan, 
whoare adepts in diffimulation, till they have » 
genteely fleeced you of perhaps your all, and 
treat you afterwards with as much indifference, 

as 


ey 
as he -at firft affected refpect.,. When syou can 
no. longer adminifier to his, inquitous purpofes, 
he will not only defert you, but make a feof of 
your. inexperience and credulity. To fam up 
the charaéter of a fharper; he is one; who fup- 
plies his exigencies by ftudying and. prattifing 
every means, that may deceive the credulous, 
allure the inexperienced, trapan the ignorant, 
and. miflead the well difpofed.. His, confcience is 
feared, as it were, with a -hot. iron, che; is re- 
gardlefs of the laws of God and man, as far as 
is confiftent with his fecurity, and is fo abforbed 
in vice, that he is in fufceptible of every, humane . 
or honourable fentiment. To avoid the fatal 
effects of connection with, thefe faakesin the 
grafs, if you have no acquaintance)in town, be 
very cautious. of keeping .company,'; If any ene 
behaves with extraordinary. civility towards you, 
or affects to defire your friendfhip, beware of 
_ him, Jiften not to, his enticements,-for, as you 
are a ftranger to him, his .defire.of cultivating 
an acquaintance with you mutt arife. from bafe-or 
felfiifh views. If you are accofted in the ‘treet, 
park, or any place of public refort.in the ordinary 
way of conyerfe, concerning ‘the topic of the 
time, or any incidental fubject, afieCL either, notito 
hear, or turn afide. This is a very common me- 
thod of proceeding with.thofe gentlemen, | 
In fhort, take nothing on truft, nor make.an 

acquaintance till aflured of their way of Jife and 
moral character. 
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KIDNAPPERS. 


“VHESE are lazy vagrants of ruined charac= 
ters, who are employed to trapan igno- 

rant unfufpecting men to enterinto the fervice of 
the merchants, or in time of war into the army 
or navy, They haunt. night houfes, petty ale 
houfes, and the fkirts of thetowh. Their ufual 
method, is to accoft a countryman in the com- 
mon manner of falutation, and if poffible-invei- 
gle him intoa houfe to drunk. If poor John 
catches at the bait, they then put the liquor 
about brifkly, and if they find it begins to ope- 
- rate, they queftion him concerning the time of 
his being in town, the profeffion he follows, or 
intends to follow, &c. If he has been bred to 
any trade, they intimateto him the {uperiority of 
a gentleman foldier’s life, who is in the road 
both to fortune and.preferment; if of no trade 
-and in queft of a place of fervice, they affure 
him they will provide him every requifite for a 
provanas without the drudgery of menial life, 
tis very common at their places of rendezvous, 
to have two or three fellows attired in fergeants 
regimentals, who are ready to aflure them of 
their fpeedy preferment, and that they need not 
doubt of the fame. When he becomes intoxi- 
cated, they frequently flip money inte his 
pocket, and in an hour or two afterwards, fa- 
Jute him as a brother foldier; if the poor Coun- 
tryman difcovers any furprize at this falutation, 
they then apply to,their perjured comrades, who 
are ready to atteft his’ acceptation of bounty 
money in confideration of inlifting ; and to prove 
it, 
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it, he is referred to his own feeling. The afto- 
nifhed insocent. then’ puts» his-hand into his 
pocket, if capable, finds the money, and is 
ftruck with amazement ” If the liquor operates’ 
according to the bafe defire of thofe, who ad- 
-minifter it, they fave themfelves further trouble 
after they have palmed the' money on the un- - 
fufpecting man, by conveying him to bed, lock- 
ing the door of the room, and leaving him to 
= morning reflections. 

~The reader may readily conceive the aftonith’ : 
ment of the honeft countryman, when he awakes 
in a ftrange place, finds acockade in his hat, or 
the money in his pocket. In'vain he expoftulates 
with the mercilefs myrmidon, who is ready to. 
fwear it was an act of his free will, and if he 
defires to be exempted from the obligation, he 
muft come down fomething handfome. “Thus” 
the poor, harmlefs; honeft man is trapanned 
either into a ftate of flavery (for in many cafes 
it is no better) or obliged to purchafe his deli- 
. verance at an extortionate rate. 

This is the common method in which thefe 
enflavers’of ithe unwary commonly proceed: and 
fuch the too general confequence’ of their vile 
crafts, and the credulity of inexperienced youth. 

- To caution’ you againft thefe feducers of thé 
_ unthinking, obferve that many of them drefs in 
the garb of officers, and ftand often at the door 
of an alehoufe in order to accoft paflers by ;. 
fome of them appeariin other garbs, ‘and their 
bufinefs:is to allure you to the houfe where the 
principal villain is ready to receive you. ‘The 
furft pe my know by his drefs, the latter you 
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may fufpect from his impertinent addrefs; you have 
therefore only to remember thefe defcriptions, 
and avoid whatever tally in the leaft with them. | 


GAMBLERS. 
HOUGH thefe are included, as well as. 


many others we fhall mention, under the 
character of fharpers, we think it neceflary to our 
purpofe to confider them feparately, in order to 
difcover to our honeft readers their various tricks 
and refources, for the better difcovery of them, 
and their furer efcape. | 

As we before obferved, they are verfed in moft 
games piactifed by men of principle for diverfion 
only: we fhall point out their various methods 
of cheating, trapanning, and deluding the un- 
wary, and inexperienced; and begin with the 
morning diverfion of Tennts. 

‘This is a manly and active diverfion, {kill in 
which is not to be acquired, without confiderable. 
practice and expence, and therefore well adapted 
to the fraudulent purpofes of Gamblers, » 

If a country gentleman, allured by curio- 
fity, goes to the tennis court, gets into the 
Dan, among the gentry that come to bet, 
and declares his ignorance by afking any quef- 
tions, the word is immediately given out that a 
Jquire’s come. Soon after two or three of the moft 
expertin the gang, come up towards him, in 
order, as they pretend, to let himinto the nature 
of the game. After he has liftened to them fome 
time with aftonifhment, they infinuate to him 
that tis all even and odd, a perfect lottery ; 
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that he may venture his. money on either fide, 
for the players then in are as equally matched as 
_ poffible. hey then concert. matters fo, that, . 
_ perhaps he wins a guinea or two, which induces 
_ him te think this isa very fair game, ‘as ftran- 
_ gers can win money by it at firit fight. The 
 ftranger_ thus. allured: by fuccefs, the match is 
finifhed, and another fet prepared to ftep. into 
court, that will be fure todo his bufinefs. The. , 
by-ftanders tell him ’tis all equal now too, and 
that he’ll foon fee thefe gentlemen make better 
fport. than the former; they then offer him his 
choice: if he complies, and they have taken | 
him in as far as the thing will conveniently bare 
at that time, the fign is given to the players, 
that they may manage their parts. When the 
fet is over, which is commonly played with the 
utmoft {pirit, and with the greateft equality that 
can be, they then, with fome little fham quarrels 
about adjufting the odds, agree upon another. 
Here they accoft the ftranger again, infinuating 
that though he had the misfortune to take the 
wrong fide Jaft time, *twas a tight match, and 
no body could tell who had the beft of it. till 
the advantage came. To draw him on. ftill 
further they again offer him his choice, afluring 
him they covet not to carry off his money. In 
this, manner, the unguarded, deluded country 
gentleman is drawn on from fet to fet, and from 
fmall bets to large ones, till they have /fuck him 
as they call it, and then according to their Jan- 
guage, they feldom part with him, till they 
fend him away /weet and clean. In moft of thefe 
matches, there is either a bribed marker, fome 
gentleman 


CTER AD ia Haan 
gentleman that has firft loft his eftate, and then 
his honour; or fome fcoundrel that never had 

-eftate nor honour, but acquired the game \ by 
conftant attendance on the courts. There are 
many in town who live meerly upon the tennis 
court ; and thefe have fuch a perfect notion of a 
fet, and fo many intricate methods of turning 
their bets, that a perfon muft be naturally acute, 
as well as inured to the game by long experience, 
before he can bean adeptin it. Upon the whole, 
I can honeftly affure the country gentleman, 
that if he chances to fall in among them, they'll 
cheat him if they can; if they cannot intice him 
on to bet, they'll endeavour to entice him to 
fome other houfe or game, and ’tis odds if he 
leaves them in the fame plight of pocket as he 
found them. 

BOWLING, as well as tennis, was former- 
ly a game for few but gentlemen; but is now 
become too much atrade for cheats and fhar- 
pers. If tho’e who live by this game get a ftran- 
ger to engage withthem hand to hand, though 
the moft expert bowler, they’ll devife fome means 
to defraud him. Some will crofs the ground up- 
on him; others will bawl to him juft upon the 
delivery of his bowl, or confound him with im- 
arg advice, to make him forget his lengths.. 

erhaps one of the gang will pretend to have 
betted on his fide, and fo amufe him with giving 
him falfe ground. If thefe tricks fail, and the 
{tranger appears a mafter of the game, there is 
a perfon ready to claim a right to the bowls then 
in hand: this affords them an opportunity to 
put falfe ones into his hand, either black-biaffed, 
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pegged or loaded ; or to fofter on him fome de- 
vice, that will anfwer their purpofe in the end. 
By what I have urged concerning the games of 
‘Tennis and Bowls, I mean not to difiuade any 
_perfon from the practice of them, as they. are 
both manly and innocent amufements of them- 
felves; but to caution the unwary from the fnares 
_ of gamblers, who proftitute them to their frau- 
-dulent purpofes, by picking the. pockets of the 
honeft, but unguarded country gentleman. 
' ‘To avoid thefe, never vifita Tennis Court or’ 
Bowling-green, without ftri€t enquiry into the 
company, who ordinarily frequent them; and 
then it would be beft to take a friend with you, 
_who is accuftomed to the ways of the town. 
_ COCKFIGHTING, though an ancient cuf- 
tom, and practifed by the nobility and gentry of 
this kingdom, is a feandalous and barbarous di- 
_verfion, and reflects a difgrace on human nature; 
permit me, therefore, to diffuade my readers in 
general from even appearing in fuch fcenes of 
cruelty, which are ever practifed to moft noto- 
rious villainies, and which are fit for the attend- 
ance of Gamblers alone. 

HORSE-RACING may at firft view be fup- 
pofed within the compa(s of the country-man’s 
knowledge, but I apprehend J can difcover many 
tricks in that diverfion, to which the greater part 
are utter flrangers. It is certain, thefe are. all 
frequented by a number of London Gamblers, 
who take the rout from one courfe to another 
- throughout the kingdom; and have ftudied the 
various means of fraud in this branch of fport, 
as a tradefman does his art or profeffion. It is 

: often 
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‘often in thefe matches pre-concerted, who is ‘to 
be ‘the winner, by which means thoufands are 
taken in. Gamblers getting together, pretend 
to make a great buftle, and to bevery fanguine 
for this or the other horfe, by which means by- 
ftanders are often induced to bet and loofe their 
money, as they know the winner before they 
come intothe courfe. Sometimes at a fair match, 
when judgment can only decide the wagers, one 
of the clan having made a bet, another fteps up, 
- and the money by confent of parties is depofited 
in hishands. If the match goes in favour of 
the fair fportfman, away pikes the éddy with the 
money. The ftranger ftares, the gambler fwears, 
but all to no purpofe ; the former muft put up 
with the lofs, and the latter flinks- off with a 
hypocritical concern for being acceflary to the 
money’s being depofited in the hands of a rogue, 
having taken down the refidenee of the deluded 
man, and promifed on detection of the bilk, to 
give him immediate notice. ‘To infure yourfelf 
from this kind of cheat, it -is beft not to make 
any bets; or only trifling ones, with thofe of 
‘our acquaintance. 

BILLIARDS isa genteel ingenious game, and 
requires much dexterity and practice; but like | 
others is perverted by Gamblers. I venture to 
affirm, there are more idle fellows live by this 
kind of diverfion in London, than by any other ; 
and the reafon is evident; becaufe it is more 
practifed. Thefe, by hovering over tables from 
morning to night, acquire in time a tolerable pro- 
ficiency in the game ; as well as a knowledge of 
the various frauds practifed in it. When a ftran- 
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ger enters the room, they all, to ufe their own 
phrafe fag him, and can foon, if. he fpeaks con- 
_ cerning the fubject, difcern if he is a pigeon. 
By a pigeon I mean a perfon, who is either a 
novice at the game, or an obftinate, conceited 
. fool, who will play with a fuperior to gratify his 
own vanity. If they cannot by propofing great 
odds get the noviceto play, they will draw him 
on to bet, and as at tennis, let him win three 
or four tinies, till at length the tables turn upon 
him and heis decently fleeced of his cafh. The 
- obftinate, vain mam generally ferves their turn 
better than even the novice. He thinks, becaufe he 
has been deemed an adept, .ata table reforted by 
gentlemenand trade{men for their diverfion only, 
he is a match for any player, and therefore, to 
{pread his fame, vifits differenttables. But fuch 
a one cannot but be a dupe to his own vanity, 
and a pigeon tothe Gambler; becaufe the fkill 
of the former is only the refult of playing occa- 
fionally for his amufement, while that of the 
latter is the effect of daily practice and ftudy, as 
his fole livelihood. The country gentleman, 
when in town, may avoid the fuares of Gam- 
blers at the game of Billiards, by declining all 
betts, and all play with ftrangers. 

GAMING HOUSES. Befides the various 
fports, proftituted to the fraudulent purpofes of 
this infamous clan, there are houfes in this town 
fet apart for that vileufe. ‘“Thefe are receptacles 
for all forts of Gamefters, and very convenient 
_ nurferies to train up youngfters, and qualify them 
to play away their eftates when they come into 
their hands. ‘The adepts at thefe houfes pretend 

to 
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to proceed by mathematical rules, and the doc 
trine of proportion, and that all things are there- 
* fore carried fairly and fquarely amongft them ; 
but many of them have been detected in the 
vileft frauds. Hazard istheir chief game; and 
they have (if Gamblers) a fort of falfe dice, that - 
are cut and ftamped fo exactly likethe true, and 
withal marked with the fame mark, that it is 
impofhble for ftrangers, thatdo not fufpe& the 
cheat, to difcover it. Thefe the box-keeper has 
commonly in readinefs, to put forth on a fign 
given. When they have got a gentleman, whom 
they defignto rook in among them, while fome 
are tharping him out of his money within, others 
are tampering with his fervants without, to find 
out his circumftances and the place of his refi- 
dence intown. If they find his effects will in- 
furethem, and that he is a perfon, whomay be 
ventured on, as foon as they perceive he has loft 
his ftock, one of the gang calls him afide, and 
after telling him of his genteel appearance, and 
generous fpirit, to prevent his being expofed, of- 
fers him five or ten pieces. If he accepts of the 

favour, he tells himthe cuftom, in fuch cafes, isto — 
take nine for ten, and to allow him a callupona 
good hand. When this is loft too (as it always 
is ina little time) then they conclude he is fixed, 

-The gentleman who has done him the favour to 
cheat him of his money invites him to the tavern, 
(under pretence of civility,) and when they have 
decoyed him thither, the perfon that did him the 
extraordinary fervice to lend him the ten pieces, 
is fent for. Hein the mean ume, has made up 


a new purfe, and is ready to credit him with the 
other 
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other ten till sext morning, if heis difpofed to 
try his luck. If he confenis, that likewife is 
foon loft, and what refource has he then? his 
worthy friend has no more cafh about him ; but 
‘declares it as his opinion, that fince they have 
‘won the gentleman’s ready money, they ought 
‘to give him acaft or two upon honour. With 
anuch feeming reluctance, this is complied with. 
‘Thus begins the fatal cataftrophe ; if they think 
he has too much regard for his reputation, or too 
_ amuch modefty to make ufe of the ttatute for his 
defence, or is unwilling that the town fhould 
know he has been a bubble; then they flick him 
‘fo deep, that he muftcut off a limb of his eftate 
to deliver himfelf fronr their clutches. I have 
been particular in defining this fpecies of Gam- 
blers, as they are of all others moft injurious to 
fociety; both trom their deceitful appearance, and 
their views being directed to country gentlemen 
of property. This very relation of theirinfamous 
proceedings we deem a fufficient’caution to avoid 
them, 


SETTERS. 


TYNHESE are fervile, defpicable wretches, 
capable of every action bafe and fordid, 

fuch as infinuation, flattery, hypocrify, diffimu- 
lation, and whatever may contribute to their flae 
pitious purpofes. All the villainies and cheats in 
nature unite in their abject minds, and they ftand 
ever rcady to profecute advantageous mifchief. 
Their common employ is to watch the motions © 
of young heirs, to:draw and trapan them ‘into 
3 mean 
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_mean and unequal matches, and impofe upon 
_ them jilts and whores for womenof characterand 
fortune. This they practice with fuch art and 
_dexterity, that it isalmoft impoffible, if you ence 
fall into their management, to efcape from it, 
-without being totally ruined. Thofe who un- 
fortunately attend to their guileful infinuations, 
often fully their honour by marrying a harlot ; 
_and render themfelves the bye word and laughing 
{tock of their acquaintance; and the ignominy is 
brought on them through the means of a new af- 
fociate, under the hypocritical pretence of fin- 
gular honefty and-fincerity. Ifthefe Setters can- 
not palm a wife upon you, they will endeavour 
to draw you into /ham projects and chimeras. If 
you embark in any of their ichemes, you are fure 
to be entangled; and not only lofe all the ready 
_Toncy you part with, but are in great hazard of 
being drawn into future bonds, and confequently 
ruined at laft. “The whole life of a Setter,’ is, 
in few words, a continued fcene of deliberate 
villainy ; his bufinefs confifts in betraying and 
trapanning, his fuftenace depends upon fraud, 
and he may be deemed a Snake in the Grafs. 


HANGERS ON or SPUNGERS. 


HESE are a kind of fottifh indolent 
wretches, and though not fo mi:chievous 

as the former, are as troublefome and imperti- 
nent, and indeed more offenfive to a man of fenfe 
than either of them. They recommend them- 
felves to juperficial perfons, by a pretence to a 
tafte for literature, and a knowledge of the hu- 
mours 
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-emours of thetown. By virtue of 'thefe qualifi- 
cations, they think themfelves companions for 
the beft gentlemen in the kingdom, and: will be 
fure, upon.the fmalleft invitation, tocroud them= 
-felves upon them, if they meet with encourage- 
“ment; and it is much if by degrees they grow not 
familiar, after thatimpudent, and at laft into- 
‘lerable. .A Spunger’s whole ftock of entertain- 
ment is, generally, a bawdy fong or two, afew 
edrunken healths, and half a dozen dull puns; with 
thefe he will be perpetually grating your ears, 
-till he has tired your patience, and you are obliged 
“to rid yourfelf fromhim, by very rough treatment, - 

The town fwarms -with ‘thefe drones; and a 
country gentleman can hardly fet his foot into it, — 
‘but he isfurrounded by them. How unreafonable, 
Imay add, how infamous it'is'to pick up fuch > 
loofe and profitlefs peifons and make them com-_ 
panions. I have often beheld with furpize, feve- 
-ral-of them ftalking before-a country gentleman, 
‘and crouding ‘themfelves into all ‘company and 
bufinefs with him, fucking and fpunging- upon 
chim, and, in a literal fenfe, eating him up alive; : 
Thefe you may know by the defeription given of 
them, and if you retain the leaft ingenuity of 
témper, you will doubtlefs treat them with the 
contempt they deferve. 


MONEY-DROPPERS. 


| HE rendezvous of thefe petty ‘cheats, is in: 
the moft popular parts of the town, fuch. 

as \Vioorfields, Covent Garden, and other public 
places between Weftminfter-Hall and bia 
ani 


a « 
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Bar, efpecially the. two former; and it.is; fore 


of this cheat is as follows. “To make acompleat 
fet, there muft be three of them: one to perfo- 
nate a merchant, the other.a country gentleman, 


fore him, and another follows clofe behind, till 


odds if a countryman pafles through either. of | 
them but he is attacked by a party. The manner - 


and the third a tradefman. When they hit off: 
the cully, one of the gang marches directly be-’’ 


they come to a convenient place, where the. 


mouth, as they term him, muft needs obferve, ; 
The {park that is in front then drops the guinea: 


<<. Faith (fays he turning to the {tranger) I have 


<¢ found,a piece of money. here, I think it isa) 


‘* guinea.’ Then if he that is in the rear, per- » 
g > Pp 


cejves he. is infenfible of the cheat, up he fteps. 


and claims halves. _ After a little fham fquabble. : 


between the two-cheats, faysithe firft; ‘ If any 


“* body has a right to a.fnack, it is this gentle». 


‘** man who faw me take it up: but to prevent 
«© difputes, we'll go alljto, the tavern and {pend 
*¢ the odd money, and then divide the remainder 
* equally amongft us.’’ The third ftill conti- 
nues at a diftance to obferve the fuccefs of their 


management, and in what tavern they houfe him, - 
which is generally one, to which, they are ac » 


cuftomed: when he is fixt, then.in he comes in 
amighty hurry, and pretended confufion for the 
lofs of a bill, which he fays, he fuppofes he drop- 
ped juft now, in the very room, where they are 


drinking. To givecolour to the fraud, one of - 


the other two.conveys a fham bill under the table, 
which he immediately takes up, and as a tefti- 
mony of his joy, calls for his pint, 

| After 
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“After they begin to grow a little warm, up 
flarts one of them, and pretends to have difco- 
vered a pack of cards, which he has before placed 
<in fome convenient part of the room for his 
purpofe, ** Ha! (fays he) here’s a pack of cards; 
** come, I’]] fhew you one of the fmarteft tricks, 
‘¢ that I was taught by a frenchman a few days 
“¢-ago.”?. Then to poflefs their Cully of their in- 
nocence, they fhew feveral of their ordinary tricks 
upon the cards. At laft, he that is moft dexte- 
rous, ftarts the grand trick: on which wagers en- 
fue, and the mouth is generally takenin. If this 
does not pafs upon him, they try him with falfe 
dice, rug and the leather, or twenty other projects, 
which they have ready on fuch occafions. In 
fhort, rather than fail they will knock him down, 
rifle him, or pick his pocket. .If you obferve 
the manner in which this cheat is defcribed, you. 
need no caution againft it. 


PICK-POCKETS. 


HESE rabble of cheats are fuch as from 

their youth have been trained to the bafe’ 

art, which confitts of a kind of flight in picking 
your property from you imperceptibly. Their 
_ chief refort is Black boy-alley, the ruinous build= 
ings about Chick-Jane and fuch like places. They 
attend on publick occafions; fuch as publick 
days, proceffions, extraordinary fights, &c, They 
genera ly go in clans of a man, a woman and 
children, each of whom have their refpective 
departments. In crouds they affect a great de- 
fire of pafling, and the ufual method is for the 
HE man 
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man to joftle the perfon pointed out as the mark, 
while a boy or girl does the bufinefs, and con- 
veys the plunder to a woman, and then makes: 
off frequently under a coach or two if there are 
any athand. They alfo frequent places of pub- 
lic worfhip, that are generally crowded through 
fafhion or the popularity of a preacher, from 
which they frequently carry off a good booty ; 
and indeed embrace every opportunity, when there 
is likely to be a concourfe of people. Thefe are 
the moft difficult of all cheats to guard againft in 
London ; becaufe they are more in number, and 
often in purfuit of prey. The moft effectual 
method I can prefcribe, is to avoid all crowds, 
which are frequently raifed by thefe means, and 
if you go to places of publick refort, leave every 
thing valuable behind you, and always be upon 
your guard, Ladies in particular fhould be care- 
ful of their watches and tweezers, as thefe.are 

eafily cut from their fides. | 


QU AS Ks 


HESE are arrogant mifcreants, that’ rob: 
thoufands, not only of their money but their 
health. They pretend to a knowledge in phyfick 
and furgery, on the meer foundation, perhaps, of 
having done the menial offices of gentlemen of 
the faculties ; or perhaps a few receipts from fome 
of their own vile fraternity. They have nothing 
to recommend them but a confummate effron- 
tery ; and no other means of palming their pefti+- 
ferous compounds upon the unwary, than puff, 
groundiefs aflurances, and infolent. detraction.. 
7 They. 
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They have alfo a ‘convenient back door, and 
private room, a regular furgeon and phyfician to 
attend, and a thoufand fuch like allurements, to 
entice, you to the ruin of your conftitution. 

‘Country people are more efpecially liable to be 
caught in their fnares, from want of acquaint- 
ance in town, and if their cafeis venereal, through 
fhame of divulging it to thofe with whom they 
yefide: to caution you againft thefe murderers of 
the conftitution, I fhall lay before you their ge- 
neral method of treating the unhappy patient in 
venereal cafes particularly. - 

When the infected perfon applies, they judge _ 
of his circumftances generally by his appearance, 
and ‘take care to make Him come down before 
they proceed to bufinefs. After examination, if _ 
they find ‘him a novice, they endeavour to inti- 
midate him, by reprefenting the ftate of his cafe 
to be much worfe than it really is, but yet, toex- 
tort money, promife, notwithftanding the malig- 
nant nature of it, a fpeedy and effectual cure. 
Having given him fome of their compounds, 
with directions coricerning the application of 
them, they appoint an interview at a certain time 
and difmifs him. Hethen muft produce another 
prefent, and is difmiffed as before. ‘Their com- 
mon method is to dally with you as long as pof. 
fible, and then either deceive you with a patched 
up cure, or more dreadful fyptoms, than appear- 
ed on your firft application, but the furmer is 
the moft.common cafe, of which there are daily 
inftances in this town. ‘To avoid all conne@tion 
with thefe worft of deceivers, apply on all occa- 
fions to perfons of eftablifhed repute from a re- 
gular education, and fair character, TRAP- 


, 
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TRAPPERS. 


HESE carry on their vile. purpofes by the 
afliftance of a pregnant whore, and the 

help of fome letters. and papers, they pick out 
of your pocket, which gives them an inlet into 
your affairs, If they are once fo fortunate to get 
a big bellied whore into their confederacy, they 
carry her about in a kind of triumph amongall 
their Cullies and Novices, every one forfooth, un~ 
der the notion of being the true father, muft 
fubfcribe an individual] maintenance for the ftrum- 
pet and the child, or a warrant muft be got im- 
mediately, and the officers of the parith called into 
their afliftance to force you to it. If you con- 
teft the cafe with thém, the jade is ready to 
fwear it upon you, and all is fettled. If they 
get your papers and letters, thefe are the creden- 
tials for them to commence their villainies; in 
fuch cafes they pretend that the harlot who rifled 
you, was an honeft woman, and a perfon of 
credit, and you muft-either make fatisfaction, 
and compound the bufinefs, or they will, expofe 
you firft and bring their ation againft you after- 
wards. In fuch circumftances a man is at a lofs 
how to act. If he compounds, he lays himfelf 
open to their mercy, and renders himfelf a bub- 
ble and a property for the future. If you conteft 
it with them, you injure your credit, as they 
will mifreprefent you, and abufe you in all com- 
panies. and upon all occafions ; fo that this abo- 
minable unhappy connection rarely terminates 
but with your deftruction. To efcape this em- 
barraflment, you muft cautioufly avoid petty 
C2 brothels 
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brothels, and houfes frequented by the lower 


clafs of whores, bullies, fetters, &c. and fhun 
all converfe with fuch kind of men, 
BULLI Es. 
HESE are lewd bluftering fellows, who 
having rendered themfelves unfit, by a 
complication of vicious actions, for the fociety of 
_fober, rational perfons, are forced to throw them- 
felves upon bawds and whores, and live upon 
their contribution. ‘Their rendezvous is among 
bawds and whores; they eat their bread, and 
fight their battles; hector and infult their Cul- 
lies, gather fometimes their contribution, and 
occafionally pimp, betray and fet. If you un- 
happily fall into converfe with them, they gene- 
rally entertain you with the difmal relation of 
the murders and rapes they have committed, the: 
battles they have fought with the officers of the 
night, the rencounters they have had with a 
party of bailiffs and their followers, or fome 
fuch romantic lies and forgeries. If they can 
palm this ftuff upon you for truth, itis much if 
they draw you not intoa quarre!, or fome other 
{crape, and then by a bafe ftratagem bring them- 
felves off, and leave you to fhift for yourfelf. 
‘The main ftrefs of a Bully’s valour and prowefs 
depends upon his infolence, ignorance, and oaths ; 
and if you once ruffle him effectually, fo that he 
may perceive you know both his bufinefs and 
temper, he will fawn upon you afterwards like a. 
f{paniel, and you may ufe him at your “pleafure.. 
If you then threaten to chaftize his infolence,’ 
he’ll tell you, perhaps, that he has a battle gu | 
: wer 
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fwer for, and therefore is at prefent reftrided 
- from fighting, but when that obligation cea‘es, 
_ woe be to you. I prefume none of my country 
friends will think this a converfable obje@, who ~ 
for all his cowardice and ignorance, and though 
he is fo below the character of a man, can betray 
you into gaming, quarrels, into a bawdy houfe, 
and into the company of rogues, thieves, and 
whores, as well as the wittieft fharper, or ftoutett 
{park of the town. Bullies are of two degrees, . 
thofe who hover about or belong to petty bro- 
thels, and thofe who live upon whores of fafhion. 
The former are made ufe of to induce country- 
men or f{trangers into compliance with the extor- 
tionate demands of the bawds and whores. If, 
after you have regaled yourfelf with a filthy 
ftrumpet, and their poifonous liquors, you call 
to pay, and finding they have charged exhorbi- 
tantly, fcruple their account, one or two 
of thefe gentlemen will walk into the recom, and 
advife you to make no difturbance there, but 
punctually pay what you know you had both 
called for and received, otherwife they muft pro- 
ceed to compuliive means; if you then comply 
not, they will not only force from you your pro- 
perty, but tumble you out neck and heels, and 
probably do you much hurt. 

‘Thofe bullies who live upon whores of fa- 
fhion, affect the drefs and airs of men of rank 
and fortune, and by ftrutting occafionally by the 
fide of a gay lady, add a confequence to her and 
themfelves, and induce the ignorant Cully to 
think that Mifs confers her favours on gentlemen 
alone, and that he cannot therefore dream of a 
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favour from her without an adequate return, which 
in proportion to her fplendid appearance, muft be 
confiderable. They alfo frequently call in by ap- 
pointment, when the lady has a Cully with her, 
in order to trapan him to cards, and. by that 
means fend him away fleeced of his money. Va- 
 ylous are the {nares they lay for the ignorant and 
unwary, but thofe who are warned of them in 
this plain manner, it is to be hoped, will be able 
_ ato detect, and refolute enough to fhun them. 


KID-LAYERS. 


N this cheat there are always two or three 
§ fharpers concerned; and it isgenetrally prac-- 
tiled at night. One goes on one fide of the ftreet, 
. the other onthe other; andif, they meet acoun- 
tryman with a portmanteau, box or bundle, they 
follow him untilhe refts ir, One of them then 
goes up to him, and fays, I'll give you a fhilling © 
to carry this Jetter to that houfe, becaufe Ido not 
care to go myfelf, but do not ftay ; in the mean 
. time they pike of with the booty, If he refts 
not on the way, one of them will go up to him 
and afk him where he is going, and if unacquaint- 
ed with the trick, will gain from him certain in- 
telligence. He then informs his partner, who 
being genteely drefled, goes forward to the houfe, 
and having left his hat with a comrade, comes 
fromthe door juftas the countryman arrives, 
and cries, what made you ftay fo long? then takes 
the things from him, and bids him go over the 
way to that houfe or tavern for fome beer or a 
bottle of wine, and fays, bring change for a 
Fs guineas 
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guinea, or I cannot pay you: while the perfon 
is gone over, the things are dru/bed, that iS, Cats 
ried off, to the great furprize of the bearer, 
- If they feea countryman with a bundle afking 
the way, they will accompany him, pretend to 
direct him and carry the bundle or box for him, 
and whilft one takes the perfon forward, the 
other gives them the drop, down fome yard or 
alley, having previoufly agreed where to meet 
“again with the booty ; fo the poor ignorant man 
is left in the lurch. 


DUFFERS. 


ESE fons of rapine generally ply in pub. 

lick places, and their ufual method of pro- 
ceeding is as follows. When they fee a novice 
or countryman paffing, they beckon to him, and 
if he liftens, inform him, ‘that they have vari- 
ous foreign commodities to difpofe of at lefs than 
_ half price, but as they are run, privacy is requi- 
fite, and they muft therefore beg the favour of 
him, to ftep with them to a place convenient for 
the purpofe. If the cheat fucceeds thus far, the 
ftranger is conduéted through fome lane, alley, 
or bye-path, to an obfcure corner provided for 
their defion, When he is entered, and the 
Duffer begins to bring out his commodities, in 
comes an accomplice, as pretended, on the fame 
errand, and to carry on the delufion, cheapens 
and pretends to purchafe different articles. Their 
cargo chiefly confifts of handkerchiefs, filk and 
cotton {tockings, remnants of old filk, &c. which 
being ftolen, picked up in rag-fair, or elfe bad of 
| the 
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the kind, and therefore bought at a cheap rates 
they impofe frequently on the novice as foreign» 
and thereby extort from him treble the value- 
If fufpecting the cheat, he is tardy, and by his 
behaviour indicates an unwillingnefs to deal, they, 
begin to bounce and affect to wonder. at his im- 
pudence in bringing them thus far to the lofs of 
their time, and perhaps a good cuftomer, for 
-nothing. If this prevails, they.threaten, which 
_generally forces the intimidated ftranger to deal 
for fomething; if he fends for change, he feldom 
feeshis money again, and as they alwayslead him 
to intricate holes and alleys, can feldom get any 
redrefs. In fhort, if they once trapan an igno- 
rant perfon into their clutches, itis rare he 
efcapes, without much coft or vile abufe. 
Thefe being defcribed, will be fhunned by 
turning a deaf ear to their follicitations. . 


MOCK-AUCTIONS. 


ft, UCTIONS, or felling goods of any kind 
, by advance to the higheft bidder, arein - 
general delufive, and feldom anfwer the end of 
the purchafer, as he frequently obtains his com- 
modity at an exhorbitant rate. 
~The credulity, vanity, and ambition of man- 
kind prompted their inftitution, to fubferve the 
purpo/es of thofe who make a trade of the folly 
of others. If the beft are feldom free from de-_ 
vices, what muft we fay of thofe we are about 
to deferibe! A more palpable delufion prevails 
not in London, that feat of fraud. I term them 
Mock-Auctions, becaufe they are deceits through~ 
out, 


ia, ) 
out, their advertifements fet forth the fale of per=- 
- fons who never exifted, and owners that never 
poffefled fuch property. Thefe AuGioneers are 
generally fellows, who have forefworn honour 
and modefty ; and being reduced toa crifis of 
fortune, devife this bafe expedient fora living. 

Having taken a petty fhop, they bring together 
their ftock of goods, which, for the moft part, 
are faulty; they then employ three or four infa- 
mous puffers of each fex. Thefe puffers are 
{uch as they find neceflary to promote trade on 
two accounts, both affecting to purchafe, and 
thereby ftimulating ftrangers to bid, and alfo by 
advancing, preventing many commodities from 
going off under a certain ftipulated fum. 

' Preparations thus made, up mounts Mr. Ora- 
tor, and the cheat begins by putting up part of 
his ftock. : 

He harangues, perhaps, on the excellency of a 
filver watch made by an eminent hand, and putup 
at the fmall rate of only two pounds ten fhillings. 

To carry on the device, and attraé the notice 
of paflengers, the watch is handed round the 
company, tho’ confifting of puffers alone; one 
bids, another advances, and the bufine(s is car 
ried on with great fpirit. 

When the buftle has brought in a few ftran- 
gers, and they find a novice difpofed to bid, they 
cautioufly avoid dallying whea a mouth is near 
the mark. 

In like manner they proceed in other refpects, 
and as their commodities are ever defective in 
fome point or other, and they employ the mean- 
eff hirelings to delude the ignorant to bid their 

utmoft 
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utmoft value, and often, much more, they, can- 
not fail of deceiving all who, through inex- 
perience, are allured to become purchafers at fo 
fraudulent a market, 

Many novices and countrymen. have thought 
they have bought bargains of this rabble; but 
time has foon convinced, them, of a palpable de- 
lufien. If my country. friends, in the courfe of 
a.vilit to London, are difpofed to purchafe any 
commodities it affords : TL would advife them to. 
repair to the fair tradefman, who fcorns to avail: 
himlelf of their inexperience, and’ will, treat them 
on the fame. terms, as. the moft fkilful in, the arti- 
cles, for which they deal; then, will they fhun, 
fraud, and enjoy a future fatisfaction, in having 
- expended their money, on a valuable acquifition. 


WHORES and JILTS. — 
S° many are the inftances of mifery, confe- 


quent on aflociating with abandoned. women, 
that few in the kingdom are ignorant that fuch 
depravity is incident to human nature, and pro+ 
ductive of fuch fatal effects : lt may thence, per- 
haps, be deemed needlefs to divert your attention 
from more important fubje&s by enlarging on 
this. But when we reflect that notwithftanding 
the general warning, fuch is the impetuofity. of 
youthful paffion, and fuch the chicaneries of the 
vicious, that not only the inexperienced coun- 
tryman, but many who have long refided in 
town daily fall victims to the fame ; this fubject 
of all others claims peculiar regard, and deferves 

the moft minute and elaborate difcuffion. 
. ; fe) 
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To treat of thefe with perfpicuity, it will be 
neceflary to range them into divers clafles, in 
doing which I fhall invert the common method, 
and begin with the Hackney Strumpet, and then 
proceed gradually to the Whore of fafhion, refer- 
ring, at the fame time, particularly to thofe 
who come under the denomination of Jilts. 

By the Hackney Strumpet, I mean the loweft 
clafs of Whores, who having been always ac- 
cuftomed to low-life, or elfe through extrava- 
_gance, the defertion of former charms, or other 
incidents, reduced to penury, and therefore ply 
‘inthe commmon ftreets, and endeavour to haul 
‘men by force to their difguftful embraces. 

Thefe are a'miferable compound of whatever 
can naufeate and pall, loft to every fenfe of 
fhame, and for the fake of bread devoted to every 
flagitious purpofe, ‘that heated luft can poftibly 
incite. 

As their neceffity compels them to _proftitute 

‘their carcafes for the finalleft confideration, and 
to the very reptiles of the earth ; they are {carcely 
ever free from a complication of al] the loathfome 
difeafes incident to human nature, and are, in 
fine, a mafs hideous even in conception, and 
rather antidotes than incentives to venery. 

The next clafs are thofe who live in petty 
brothels, and infeft particularly the Strand, Fleet- 
ftreet, Ludgate-hill, &c. Thefe are littlebetter 
than the former, and differ chiefly in drefs, be- 
ing arayed in the paltry habit of the infamous 

_bawd, whofe flaves they ate, and by whom they 

“are generally attended, left, as they term it, they 
. fhould 
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fhould pike off with the Dudds, or earry the 
Cullies from their fhop of iniquity. 

As the former, they, for the benefit of an in- 
famous hoft or hoftefs, fubmit to: all that can 
difgrace their fex, or fhock a. modeft ear, as well 
as poifon their health by gorging themfelves 
with peftiferous liquors. 

When they allure a perfon to their baneful re- 
fidence, they endeavour, by plying him with the 
~ very dregs of drink, to deprive. him of reafon, 
in order to perpetrate their fraudulent defigns. 

This done, he is wrought from one dearce of 
paffion to another, till he becomes a paflive dupe 
to. his doxy, who takes care to avail herfelf of 
the opportunity, by making as profitable a Cully 
Of him as poffible. 

Thus he lofes his money, injures his health 
by drinking the moft pernicious liquors, and 
may think himfelf lucky, if he efcapes naufeous 
diftempers, 

The next clafs we fhall mention are thofé who 
refide, as they term it, in private lodgings, but 
~ in reality only a genteeler fort of bawdy-houfes.. 
Among thefe we include thofe bagnio ladies, who 
alfo wear the bawds apparel; but as the. bawds 
are of fuperior rank to the former, fo are the 
whores in point of appearance and company, 

This rank of doxies frequent the Park, the 
Play, Jelly-houfes, W---th---by’s, &c. of all 
which we fhall fpeak hereafter. They are 
moftly indebted for their tawdry habit to women 
who furnifh ladies with fuits, according to their 
value, at fo much per fuit per day, alfo with oc- 
cafional watches and trinkets, 


Thefe: 


’ 
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Thefe are devoured by landlords, fervants, or 
favourite fellows, who hating induftry and loft 
to fenfe of honour, meanly live upon the con- 
tribution of unfortunate women. 

In reality, they are as miferable as the former 
and obliged often to fubmit te as odious means of 
procuring money. 

If they can feduce a ftranger, they infinuate to 
him thezr fuperiority to the common clafs of wo- 
men of the town, the expence of their lodging, 
and genteel appearance, and thence infer their 
title toa much more confiderable gratuity for a 
favour done him. 

If you aflociate with thefe through the allure- 
ment of a filk gown, you will be more Jiable to 
expences, and equally to difeafes, with the former, 

The whore of fafhion is generally the refufe 
of aman of rank or fortune, who being left in 
‘tolerable plight as to the cloaths and money, 
fupports an appearance of grandeur, refides in a 
gay part of the town, and referves herfelf, for 
thofe alone who are capable of amply retaliating 
her favours. 

She has generally a train of followers, is a 
mighty toaft amongft the red coat gentry, her 
converfe is theiefore claimed, as an inftance of 
tafte, and good breéding. 

Her foares are more betwitching than any 
of the former, as her embraces are certainly 
more eligible, and confequently create a {trong 
cefire of repeating them. 3 

As the fmalleft of her favours is not difpenfed 


' without a confiderable acknowledgement, te 


keep up her acquaintance, in a thort courfe of 
D which, - 
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which, fo many incidental expences will al 
requires an ample fortune. 

Many country gentlemen owe their ruin to 
an unfortunate connection with thefe firft rate 
Whores,’ who having difmembered their eftates, 
‘and impaired their conftitutions, have only to la- 
ment the refidue of their lives, their want of 
knowledge to elude the art, or refolution to avoid 
the temptations of thefe banes of their future 
peace of mind. 

The JILT, though a little more private and 
defigning, is as lewd and diffolute, and more 
dangerous than either of the former. The 
would be counted, forfooth, virtuous and religious 
- Whores, who defpife common creatures, and af- 
fet to blufh at a fmutty joke. 

By a demure look and oily tongue, they work 
upon the credulous, who, if they obtain the fmal- 
left favour, rate it as an extraordinary conquett. 

If they vouchfafe to become your occafional 
bedfellow, they muft have a handfome fettlement, 
elegant. lodgings, plate, china and al] things 
fuitable to a woman of rank. On thefe confi- 
derations fhe will be faithful to you, or at leatt 
promife fo to be; but her fidelity will laft no lon- 
ger than you can or will maintain her in her ex- 
travagance, with which the obligation on her 
part will be fure to fail. She can pray, cant, 
{hed crocodile tears, fham a fit as a token of her 

affection for you, hae in your abfence will ridi- 
_ cule you to her favourite man, as a foolifh, er 
impotent fellow, and aflure him that as foon as 
the has perfuaded we out of the fettlement, and 
the 
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the new furniture, fhe will firft affront and ther 
leave you. ~ 

If fhe finds you are a Cully indeed, and witl 
often be impofed upon by her, fhe has a thoufand 
tricks and artiffces to decoy you. : 

Sometimes fhe will pretend to pregnancy, and 
then natural affection muft induce you to ®are 
for your little one, and allow the mother necel- 
faries for a lying-in woman. 

‘She will remind you that Lord A——s, Sir 
John B——+s and colonel D——s Mifles lay in, 
with as much ftate as the beft lady $n the king- 
dom’; nay, Mr. F—I, that is but an ordinary 
citizen, prefented his miftrefs with a new bed, 
and the furniture of a room, which coft him near 
two hundred pounds, After this parade, fhe 
will infinuate that her merit being equal to that 
of the beft, fhe has a right to demand the fame 
ufage, and therefore will treat any paltry offers 
with the contempt they deferve. Nay, the will 
carry her effrontery fo far as to tell you, that as 
cafes ftand between you and her, you ought to 
cut off the entail of your-eitate, and fettle a good 
part of it upon her life, and from her to devolve 
on the child. 

The tricks and devices of a Jilt, are number- 
lefs, and can only be paralleled by their ingrati- 
tude and inhumanity. Nothing can be more per- 
fidious than thefe creatures, who after a profu- 
fion of favours, on the leaft remiffnefs, will grow 
rude and infolent, laugh at, revile, and {corn 
you, and will becomie no lefs their buffoon now, 
than you had been their bubble before. . 
~ To fum up her character, we may, with 
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truth affert, that in a Jilt are comprehended all 
the vices, foffies, and impertinences of her whole 
; tee. 

Having thus gone through a brief, but we hope 
picturefque difplay of thofe charaGters, which, 
from the nature of their fraudulent purfuits, are 

more immediately injurious to the male part of 
our country friends, we proceed to thofe, which 
chiefly relate to the female, though fome of 
them will require us to give a caution to: both, 

and particularly the firft we fhall mention. 


BAW ODS. 


HE Bawd is a creature infamous and def- 
trudtive beyond defcription; a wretch, 
who being loft to all fenfe of modefty and hu- 
- manity, is capable of any action, bafe and in- 
jurious as it may be to fociety, to fubferve her 
own infamous purpofes. The ladies generally 
keep feraglios of their own, the entrances to 
which are conftantly graced with three or four 
painted harlots, that are ready to feize the un- 
wary who may pafs by them. If they can any 
ways trapan the inexperienced into their care, 
_asthey term it, (and rather than fail, they will 
haul you in) you muft then call for your bottle 
or bow], after which a fmutty toaft is given, to 
acquaint you with the nature of their occupation. 
‘Soon after, in comes the governefs ina pretend- 
-ediage, that the gentleman is not fhewninto a 
better room, and {natching up the candle, defires: 
you to follow, and fhe’ll light you up herfelf, 
When they have got you up ftairs, they ure 
clude 
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clude you are fixt; five or fix of her choice 
whores, therefore, are let loofe to prey upon you 
at difcretion. If by any lewd difcourfe or be-- 
haviour, they canentice you into debauchery, 
the next thing is, which of the ladies you piteh 
upon, and the terms. ‘There’s Mifs Jenny is 
but juft come out of the country, and there be- 

ing little difference between her and a maiden- 
head, her ftated terms are ten fhillings, befides 
a crown forthe ufe of the room. Mifs Fanny 
a good clean girl, and as harmlefs as a lamb, 
may be allowed at three half crowns, a rate fhe 
never went under. Mifs Betfey, Mifs Nancy, 
and fweet Mifs Sukey, are all three found and 
active girls ;.but becaufe trading is dead and 
money isfcarce, and you look like a civil gentle- 
man, and the bawd wou’dencourage you to come 
again, they fhall either of them divert you for a 
crown, allowing another for the room, as ufual. 

With this edifying language the old miftre/s 
of iniquity entertains her gueft, whilf her ra-. 
venous nymphs are devouring his fubftance in a 
beaftly manner, and larding their difcourfe with 
horrid oaths and blafphemies. 

From this defcription my country reader mutt 
be fenfible, that fuch wretches are more to be 
avoided than a peft-houfe, being in every refpect 
as contagious, 


A PROCURESS. 


ff S thefe monfters in iniquity are more par= 
ticularly the bane of the fair fex, I thall; » 


for the fake of the honeft country girl, whofe. 
| 3 j let 
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lot it may be to come up to town; prefent an ac- 


account of a notorious one, as verbally related 
to me by way of letter, 


¢* Dear Coufin, 


OUR pious aunt has frequently warned us 
of the dangers, to which we muft be inevitably © 
expofed in thistown. J have been convinced of 
‘the truth of her reprefentation, by an incident 
which threatened my utter ruin, and from which 
T efcaped in an extraordinary manner; the cir- 
eumftance was as follows. 

Returning from a vifit to a relation, I was 
overtaken in Cheapfide by an elderly woman of 
creditable appearance, who having accofted me 
in acivil manner; afked if IJ did not come to 
town, tofeek fome genteel place. Upon my re- 
plying that I did, fhe informed me of a vacancy, 
which fhe was certain would prove agreeable, 
and to which, as fhe liked my appearance, fhe 
would recommend me, | pe 

I exprefied my acknowledgement, took direc- 
tions, and immediately enquired‘ for a certain la- 
‘dy near Soho, When [entered the houfe, I was 
_ thewn into an elegant parlour, where I had not 
Jong fat, before the gentlewoman came in, 
‘to whom having prefented my recommendation, 
fhe feemed wel! pleafed, and ordered a fervant to 
“bring in a bowl of warm liquor, called negus, 
confifting of wine, water, orange, &c. which 
the faid was for fome friends fhe expected fhortly, 
but as I was warm with walking, defired me ta 
‘drink fome of it, telling me it was an innocent, 

} | pleafant 
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pleafant liquor, and that fhe always ufed her wait- 


ing maidsas herfelf. Pleafed with her condefcen- 
fion, and being warm and thirfty, I drank pretty 
freely. She then made me fit down by her, affuring 
me of her averfion to pride, and that when fhe had 
no company, fhe wou’d always treat me in like 
‘manner, if I behaved well. She then enquired 
concerning wages, and was fatisfied with my firlt 
propofal. Affairs thus fettled, I rofe up to take 
my leave, telling her I would wait on her any day 
the enfuing week, and bring my cloaths with 
me. Upon this I was not a little furprized to 
find her infift on my ftaying that night, as her 
own maid was gone away, and fhe had invited 
feveral laidies to fpend the evening with her. 
Mindful of my aunt’s advice, I peremptorily re- 
fufed, and could perceive difpleafure in her coun- 
tenance, when fhe found me refolved. She 
again plied me with liquor, which began to turn 
my head, and diforder my ftomach. I intreated 
‘once more to depart, on promife of returning 
immediately, which caufed my new miftrefs with 
fuller voice to declare, I fhould on no account 
ftir out of the houfe; and leaving the room in a 
pet, took the key, in my hearing, out of the door. 
This circumftance greatly alarmed me, and in 
the mean time a beautiful girl entered the par- 
lour, elegantly dreffed, and every way genteel. 
Having gazed on me fome time with folemn afto- 
nifhment, fhe rofe from her chair, bolted the 
door, and breaking into a flood of tears, thus 
exprefled herfelf, 


6s Dear. 
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«¢ Dear young woman, | 


_ I cannot make you fenfible of the pain I feel 
on your account; and from adefire to ferve you, . 
Trun the hazard of involving myfelf in greater 
mifery, if it be pofiible, than I have yet experi- 
enced. But my heart will not fufter me.te draw, - 
others into the fame fnare with myfelf. You are 
now ina notorious brothel, and.if you efcape 
not in afew hours, you are inevitably ruined.. 
I was once as innocent as you now feem to be;. 
my virtue was as unf{potted, and my mind as in- 
corrupt, when I firft entered thefe accurfed doors, 
whither | was. fent on :an errand for the fame 
caufe as brought you to them.. I was. by force 
detained all night, as you are defigned to be, rob= 
bed of my virtue, and fearing the difpleafure of 
my friends for ftaying. without their knowledge, 
as well as being in the utmoft confufion how to 
» proceed, I was obliged to repeat my guilt, and 
had hardly time to reficct on its fatal con fequen= 
ces. My Jiberty I implored in vain, and. my 
grief ferved for the cruel fport of all around me, 
Indeed, I have been fo long confined, that I am 
afhamed to appear among my friends and ac- 
gaintance.. In this dreadful fituation I have. 
been. perplexed, with difguftful _importunities 
|| every day from different men. Thus in a fhame- 
| ful. round of guilt and horror have I lingered out. 
| ten months, fubjeG&t to inconceivable: miferies, 
The fame fate awaits you; however, as my 


\| wretchednefs will fcarce admit of addition, 


\). will affift you inwhat I can, and net, as the in~ 
| | famous — 
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mous procurefs, contribute to make you as un- 
appy as myfelf, 


You may imagine the horror with which this 
Jrelation ftruck me; I was dumb fome time, 
embling every joint; but, recovering a little, 
thanked the unhappy fair, and earneftly craved 
the proferred affiftance, The lucky moment foon 
rived, whena gentleman coming to the door; 
fhe ftepped up herfelf for the key, which the un- 
fpecting Procurefs gave her; I took the oppor- 
nity torun out of the houfe, in fuch hurry, 
at I left my cloak and bonnet behind me. | 
dam affured you rejoice with me for my de-, 
ferance, and defire you would take an opportu~ 
ty of making it public, that others, warned 
ythe unhappy fate of this injured innocent; 
ty guard againft the wilesof our own fex, as 
ell as thofeof theother. Iam, 
Yours, reriunpinix ¢ 


_ Thechief places of refort for thefe vileft of 
their fex, are the play houfes, fome coffee-houfes 
nd public places. They aflume various forms, 
id are capable of acting divers parts. Some- 
mes they have the moit delicate women in the 
orld for you, at other times a fine young crea- 
Ire of about fourteen, a perfect pattern of inno- 
ence and modefty, and a pure virgin; befides, 
he has one that fings like an ange], another that 
ances to a miracle, a third that has an incom- 
‘Parable fhape and mein, and a fourth that is an 
_abfolute 
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abfolute wit, and the only diverting companion, 
of her whole fex. é 
In fhort, fhe has them, or at leaft pretends fhe 
has them, of all forts and prices, from’a guinea, 
to five, and from five to ahundred; but let me 
aflure you, that if you deal’with her for any, you 
have better luck than moft men, if it does not 
prove-a dear bargain, on the making up of your 
account, 
~ It is unaccountable to think, when they hears 
of a fine woman, what ftrange contrivances and 
devices, what projects and defigns they lay to 
get herinto company, and corrupt her. The 
deluding and ruining both men: and women, is 
_ their whole bufinefs and occupation: nay, not 
. only their own,’ but the employ ‘of feveral agents 
and factors. ‘Thefe are a fort of mercenary 
wretches, who haunt the town; to try what 
game of either fex they can find; and if they 
chance to make their fet upon a country gentle- 
man or ftranger, they will never forfake the, 
haunt, till the miftrefs finds fome means or other 
toentangle them. Country girls to avoid their 
fnares, muft turn adeaf ear te any who may accoft 
them in the ftreet, or any place. whatever. They 
fhould likewife be particularly careful; to whom 
and where they apply for places of fervitude, re- 
commendation, &c. as likewife into the charac- 
_ ters of thofe to whom they are recommended, 


WAGGON-HUNTERS. 
Oke: infamous device contained in this title 


is practifed by both fexes, in various man= 
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ners, and from different motives, There’ are 
_always a number of defpicable hirelings, in the 
fervice of Bawds and Procurefies, who attend at 
inns, to obferve the number and ftate of the paf- 
fengers, immediately on their arrival in the 
country waggons. fe they fix on a perfon, ef- 
pecially of the female fex, whom they think fit 
‘for their bafe purpofes, they make it their bufi- 
pefs to watch her motions ; and if they-find her 
difpofed to tarry at the inn, infinuate themfelves 
into converfe with her, and if poflible, gain fome 
“intelligence relating to her future procedings, — 
If they fucceed in this firft point, it furnifhes 
them with an opportunity of contracting an ac- 
quaintance with the poor country girl, and next 
of offering their fervice to get her employ. The 
- fraud is generally carried on by women, who are 
capable of all the arts of infinuation, as well as 
- perpetrating the bafeft defigns under a mafk of 
the moft difinterefted friendfhip. They will warn 
the unfufpecting innocentof the dangers to which 
they are expofed in a ftrange town, and offer 

’ their coun(el and direGtion from a pretended mo- 
tive of good will, “ 2 EEN 
If their hypocrify prevails, and their proffered 
fervice is accepted, they then recommend the 
poor girl to, fome infamous patronels of iniquity; 
and proftitution and mifery too frequently enfue. 
I remember an inftance of an unhappy fair, who 
loft her virtue, and commenced her deftruction 
the very day of her arrival in this enfnaringtown. 
She had hardly alighted, when fhe was ac- 
cofted by one of thele feducers, under. a. pretence 
of having feen her before in the ,country. The 
girl 
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girl exprefled her furprize; but the fole abettor: 
of fornication perfifted in claiming a knowledge: 
of her, and infifted on her taking a lodging and! 
a bit of mutton with her, till fhe could provide: 
herfelf agreeably to her own mind. The girl 
ftill exprefled much wonder at her; but being at 
Jength wrought on by importunity, enforced by 
fome crocodile tears, which‘fhe called forth as 
a teftimony of her fincerity, accepted the kind 
offer, and departed from the inn, under the 
guidance of this perniciousconduéitrefs. , 

Asthey were pafling together through the 
ftreets, by her vile hypocrify, fhe infinuated 
herfelf into the confidence of the girl, who, re- 
lyingon her friendfhip, chearfully followed her, 
till they arrived at her deftructive habitation, in 
an alley adjoining to Bow-lane. On their en- 
trance, fhe informed the two young women, 
whom fhe had kept in bondage fome time, of 
the extraordinary circumftance of her meeting 
with her country friend, and of the pleafure fhe 
had in being able to entertain her, till fhe could 
change herrefidence, in a manner fuitable to 
her defign in coming to town, 

- Through fear of incurring the difpleafure of 
the old caterpillar, the deceit is carried on, till 
the approach of night, when a grave citizen 
enters in confequence of notice fent him by the 
bawd, who then informs the girl, that fhe has 
‘procured her a wealthy hufband, that the nup- 
tials fhall be fhortly confummated, fo that the 
fame bed may hold them both that night. 

The attonifhment of the deluded fair, on this 
occafion, is inconceivable ; fhe fell on her knees, 

let 
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Jet falla flood of tears, and, in the moft moving 
accents, begged the liberty to depart. 

The hardened mifcreant, unaffected by this 
{cene of woe, plainly told her, that all refiftance 
was vain; for that though fhe counterfeited her 
own intereft, it was the duty of a friend, who 
knew whatcourfe would beft tend thereunto, to 
compel to profecute the fame. 

She then repeated her importunity, to depart, 
which being again denied, fhe begged that the 
affair might be poftponed: but all proved un- 
available, fie was forced’ into the embraces of 
the lafcivious fpoiler of her virtue, but happily 
did not long furvive its fatal lofs. 

There is a fpecies of male Waggon-hunters, 
whofe motives are purely to gratify their libidi- 


— 

 Thefe are generally debilitated fellows, who 
tired of the proftitutes of the town, are fond of 
a frefh country girl, from whom they have nao 
reafon to expect injury; but much to apprehend 
the moft heightened degree of pleafure. 

‘They walk feveral milessout of London, nar- 
rowly obferving the pailengers of every waggon 
they meet or overtake. If they fee a girl that 
attracts their fancy, they fee the driver, mount, 
and feat themfelves by the object of their defire. 
‘They then ufe every deluding art they are matter 
of, and fometimes prevail to the ruin of the in- 
experienced, unfu{pecting creatures, who admit 
them to a liberty,; which they have. reafon to re- 
pent the resnainder of their life. | 


E INTEL” 
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,INTELLIGENCE-OFFICE. 


HERE is nota more palpable fraud im-. 
| pofed upon the town, than that -practifed 
by moft of thefe offices. 

They are generally carried on by perfons 
_ wholly illiterate, or thofe of ruined fortunes and. 
characters, whofe only recommendation is a 
tolerable coat, a powdered wig, and a confum- 
mate effrontery, fit : 

Their windows are always filled with fictitious 
wants, in order to make a parade of bufinefs to 
draw in the unwary for intelligence. 

On your entrance the book is opened, :your 
name inferted, your fhilling paid, and you be-— 
come a candidate for a place of confiderable.pre- 
fit according to your capacity; ‘or, if a-matter, 


’ fland entitled to a good fervant. If you are de- 


firous of raifing money on an eftate, or any 
kind of goods, they will help you to a coger, 
who fhall advance the ready at atrifling intereft 
and moderate premium. In fhort, they will affift 


you in the difpofal of any incumbrance of eftate 


or effects, in the moft genteel and expeditious 
manner.. 
They live by bubbling mafters and fervants, 
_ pretending to do that for you, which they never 
defigned ; and promifing that, which they are 
certain they can never effect. Country people, 
for want of acquaintance in town, have often 
been made a prey by tfiefe voracious arfimals, after 
dancing attendance on them every day for feve- 
sal menths together, making a thoufand applica- 
tions 
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tions in vain, and being foolled out of fome 
pounds. | 

‘But thefe offices are attended with more de- 
Aructive effects. They have often been the 
markets of the Pimp, Bawd, and Procurefs, 
who have reforted to them, to fee what goods 
came in, and hear where a_ pretty country girl 
was to be found; by means of the Regifter.. Ic 
might with eafe be proyed, that fome of thefe 
vcntry have been in fee with the pimping profef- 
jion, and that many innocent. girls owe their 
ruin to their combined fraud. 

Country people of neither fex can with rea- 
fon propofe to themfelves any advantage from ap- 
plying to thofe offices, whereas they are liable, 
if conneéted with them, to be bubbled, cajoled, 
and trapanned. . 


Sg FORTUNE-TELLERS. 
4 HESBE gentry by dint of Aftrology, im- 
pioufly pretend to prefcience or know- 
ledge of future events. With refpect to aftro- 
nomical predictions, we have had abundant 
proofs of their verification; but every fober- 
-thinkipg man muft be convinced of the abfur- 
dity, as well as prefumption of a fhort-fighted 
mortal’s claiming a certain knowledge of what 
fhall befal an individual, in the courfe of atran- 
fitory and uncertain life. . 

Such is the credulity of mankind in general, 
that many live in this as well as in other coun- 
tries, by abfurdly amufing the curiofity of igno- 
rant men and filly women. 

. E.2 In 


eae 
In the countries, the myfterious art is pro- 
fefied and practiced by Gipfies, and many have 
daily recourfe to their all-exploring faculty. 
In town, the furprizing myftery is arrogated 
by afew noted profefiors, whofe houfes are. as 


much crouded an particular occafions,’ as a 


courtier’s on a levee day. 

Thither repair a crowd of defponding fwains, 
to be aflured concerning the affeCtions of their 
fweet-hearts ; thither flock a train of youthful 


virgins to learn their future deftiny ; thither flies 


the lofer to recover darling property, and thi- 
ther the fond mother to know the fituation of an 
abfent child. 

In fhort, to thefe repofitories of fate daily 


‘repair the ‘credulous, the inquifitive, the def- 


ponding and the doubtful. 
On their entrance, they are fhewn into a 


-room fet apart for the reception of the cuftomers, 


as butone at atime can be admitted into the: 


Sanéium Sanéiorum, where fits this prodigy of 


fcience. When you are admitted to an interview, 
you firft compliment him witha prefent; which, 
if you defire minute information, muft be in pros 


“portion to the importance of the event, and 


your anxiety concerning it. With folemn af- 
pect he demands the fubjet matter of your en- 
quiry; which told him, he paufes fome time, 
then afks you many circumftantial queftions, and 
after another paufe, reveals the important fecrets 
and difmifles the credulous enquirer, with the 
air of a moit profound philofopher. | 
The minds of thefe perfons are, doubilefs, 
affected acorie to the predictions of Mr. 
Infallible ; 
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Infallible ; which muft certainly have an influ« 
ence on their future conduct. Many have been 
fo elated by affurance of future fuccefs, that,. 
grown infolent in their flations of life, they have 
loft the very means of living. 

Others, deprefied by ill-fated prediGions, 
have funk into defpair, and neglected the com- 
mon concerns of their rank and ftation. 

As a proof of human credulity, 1 fhall pre- 
fent the reader with a fingular inftance. of dex- 
terity practiced with as fingular fuccefs in the 
black art. 

A young gentleman falling in love with the 
daughter of a wealthy merchant, but being de- 
prived of the confummation of it, through the 
difagreement of their refpective parents; went on 
his travels, and among other places came to. 
Hamburgh, where he happened to be in the.com- . 
pany of a gentleman, who fpeaking of his bro-— 
ther at London, faid he was lately married to.the 
daughter of Mr.—a merchant in that city. 

‘he gentleman hearing a name mentioned,. 
which was the fame with that of his former 
miftrefs’s father, enquired where the perfon, 
who was lately married lived, and being certified 
(of his name and place of abode, failed for 
England the firft opportunity. On his arrival 
in London, he went to the houfe according to the 
directions given him at Hamburgh, and enquir- 
ing for the gentleman,: found that he was in the 
country, and would not return that night. He. 
then enquired for the lady (whom he well knew, 
though fhe remembered not him, being much 
altered by the cutting off his hair and marks of 
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the fmall-pox) and pretending to have «letters 
of recommendation from her ‘hufband’s brother 
at Hamburgh, defired to be entertained as a fer- 
vant. The lady replied, that her hufband being 
abfent, fhe could not give him a decifive anfwer ; ; 
but as she had a letter from her brother-in-law, he 
fhould be welcome toanight’s lodging inthe houfe. 

He embraced her offer with much apparent 
chearfulnefs, and immediately entered the houfe. 
The lady pretended indifpofition,. was for going 
tobed, in order to hurry him away {upperlefs, 
which he obferving, defired a little beer. When 
the maid was gone to fetch it; he had leifure. to 
look about, and efpyed, amongft other things, — 

‘a cloth laid in anample manner as if for fome 
_ banquet, from whence concluding that this pre- 
paration could not be for the next ‘day, but that 
fome perfon was to come in her hufband’s ab- 
fence to partake of the dainties ; he determined 
to watch their motions. Now it proved accord- 
‘ing to his furmife, this entertainment being pro- 
vided for the vegale of a gallant who had made 
an affighation for that night. 

He ‘accordingly came at the appointed: hour, 
and was received with marks of the moft en- 
dearing refpect.. This caufed the firft’ lover to 
regret his hard fate; neverthelefs, he refolved to 
know the event of the affair, 

They had no feoner fat down to their regale, 
than a knocking was heard at the door, and thie 
maid difcovered it to be her mafter.: This put 
them into fuch.a confternation, that had fhe not 
‘been 4 woman of ready invention and extraor- 
dinary prefence of mind, they muft have been 
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dete&ed ; but thrufting her fpark, the provifion, 


fable, bottles and all into “an adjoining clofet, 


fhe betook herfelf to her couch with her prayer 


book in her hand. 


Her hufband entering, thought himfelf hap- 
py ina wife, who was conftantly at her prayers, 
and told her, after fome little difcourfe, that he 


“was going to Gravefend, to give orders about the 


Jading of a fhip, but had heard fhe had fallen 
down to the Nore, and coming off the water, 
whe was hungry and muft have fomething for 
dupper. His virtious wife told him, that he be- 
ing abroad, fhe had prepared nothing. - 

© The ftranger:now took an opportunity to fhew 
thimfelf; and being demanded by the mafter who 
-he was; :the Jady informed him, that he was 


-eene who had letters of recommendation to be a 


dervant from her brother-in-law at Hamburgh, 
‘The old Don then afked him his qualifications. 
I have (replied the other) been bred a {cholar, 


--and taken fome degrees at the univerfity ; I can 


pwrite a good hand, and underftand accounts well; 
‘befides which, during my refidence at Oxford, 
J {pent fome time in the {tudy of magick, or the 
black art, for.which. I was expelled. [ can per- 


. form fomething wonderful yet without danger, 


I can difcover private enemies, reveal robberies, 
help right owners to goods ftolen or loft, and to 
fhips becalmed procure a wind, that fhall bring 

them totheir defired port, I wifh, then, faid 
the old gentleman, you could procure me a fup- 
“per to-night, for my appetite is very keen. 
. With this wif he promifed to comply, and the 

lady fearing the dilcovery of the intrigue, .op- 
Biua'qs pofed 
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pofed it. violently, till the Shaim-Conjuror. af 
fured her by a private fign, that he would »pre- 
ferve her honour inviolate; fhe confented, on 
condition that fhe fhould have nothing to terrify 
-her. ) 

Our magician then began his. incantation, 
Mephorbus ! Mephorbus ! Mephorbus ! thrice have 
I invoked thee my familiar, be thou. now affiftant 
tomy delires, fupply whatever a hungry appetite 
requires: 

After making the twelve figns on the Zodiac, 
-and “muttering fome unintelligible jargon; he 
‘paufed, and food as if liftening to an invifible 
fpeaker ; then told them thatthey might>fall to 
_ and eat heartily of the meat that was provided 
for them, which ftood upon the table ready fur- 
nifhedin fuch a-clofet....Whenithe mafter of: the 
~ houfe had appeated -his est he defired to be 
informed, by what means, all this provifion was 
brought into the clof ‘et, as he heard no noife. 
Sir (fays the conjuror) twas done by a familiar 
that i have comimandof, and you fhall fee him 
if you pleafe.. By all. means: (fays the other) 
that I may thank him, for I would according to 
the old proverb, give the devil: his dues upon 
which the {tranger ;enewed:his invocations thus, 
Mephorbus ! that lurkeft here, put on human 
fhape, appear vilible to our eyes, and come forth 
in the likenefs of a fine well drefied gentleman, 
‘ fuch as may pleafe this lady. 

Upon this the, young gallant came forth, and 
the door being:opened forihim,’ he pafled "thro? 
the room making a bow, and went*into the ftreet. 

_ Thus the pretended Conjurer came off with 

applaufe 
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sapplaufe on all fides. The mafter of the houfe 
was obliged to him for procuring an elegant 
repaft at a time he wanted it ; the lady for getting 
tid of her gallant, and the gallant for fuch a_fa- 
vourable opportunity of efcaping from herhufband, 
Whether this relation be true or fabulous, it 
‘is-as well authenticated, as the prefent faculty 
to which our modern fortune-tellers pretend, 
“notwithitanding, throuzh the credulity and folly 
’ of mankind, fuch infamgus cheats are protected 
and encouraged. ) 
As a further detection of thefe vile impoftors, 
I fhall cite aparticular inftance, wherein their 
abfu dity appears mott glaring. : 
There now lives in this town a famous wife 
_-man, who is a great pretender tothe art of 
-Fortune-telling, and has acquired fuch reputation 
among’ the lower :clafs of people, that he has 
forty or fifty fools to attend him every morning 3 
-fome women to know when they fhall be mar- 
ried; fome married women, whofe hufbands are 
at fea or in foreign plantations, to know if he 
“ean give them any tidings concerning their ftate 
and circumftances ; fome perfons to‘'know whe- 
ther they fhall be profperous in their marriage, 
voyage, or bufinefs in hand, and others about 
ftolen goods and the like. An ingenious mar- 
ried lady having heard much of Mr. Tell- 
Truth’s name, refolved to be determined whe- 
ther his pretenfions were well founded, or his 
followers were fools. She accordingly applied 
to the Oracle, and on her approach to the chair 
of Infallibility, told him, in a fubmifiive man- 
ner, thatthe defiredto be informed when provi- 
| dence 
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dence would blefs her with a hufband: Having 
‘examined her phyfrognomy, the prophet told her 
the man was yet unknown to her, who would 
certainly marry her within a few weeks, by 
-whom fhe fhould have three children, then bury 
him, and marry a fecond-time foon after, very 
much to her advantage as well as fatisfaction, and_ 
fhould live happily with him toa great age. 
The lady then remonftrating with the impoftor 
on. his fallacy, and deelaring that fhe had had a. 
hufband nine years, he defired to fee her hand 
once more; upon a review of which, he cried, 
I was miftaken, for I now find thou hafta huf- 
band, but heis fuch avery fmall one, that I can 
with much difficulty difcern his fignification in 
thy palm. Happening to guefsright in this par- 
‘ticular, the lady burft intolaughter, and being 
well pleafed with the cunning of the cheat, 
went away confirmed in her opinion, that there 
-was nothing in his pretended fkill, but meer 
guefs and fubtilty. 

A country gentleman, ftrangely infatuated 
with an opinion of aftrology, had recourfe to 
-this famous Planet Juggler, and refolving to ven- 
ture fame money inthe lottery, gave him a gui- 
mea to affign him a lucky hour for that purpofe. 

After the impeftor had jumbled together a par- 
cel of figures to amaze the querift, he fixed on 
-a certain time, wherein he fhould be fortunate. 
The gentleman, purfuant to the Star-groper’s 
directions, bought a ticket, which coming up 
san hundred pounds, he prefented the old fox 
_ -with ten guineas, and defired he would mention 
-another day in which.he might again be fortunate. 
yuab ‘The 
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The bait was greedily fwallowed and the day 
fixed, on which the gentleman purchafed ten 
tickets ; but to his mortification, they all came 
up blanks ; and-his only recourfe was, to go 
back and curfe the Philofopher, and his mifguid- 
ing ftars. 

There lived a few years ago in the county of 
Surry a famous ‘Aftrologer, who, to deceive peo- 
ple, had feveral bells placed in a ftudy above 
fairs, the ropes of which hung down the wall 
of a dark ftair-cafe ; one fignifying loft fheep, 

another cloaths ftolen off the hedge, another 
ftrayed or ftolen horfes, which were the chief 
things, about which the country people repaired 
to him. i 

A butcher having loft fome fheep, went to the 
aftrologer’s houfe, and having acquainted the 
fervant with the nature of his'bufinefs, the fheep- 
bell was tinkled, upon ‘which the Do@tor came 
down, put on his fur-cap, and conjuring coun- 
tenance. | | 
_ Heimmediately addreffed himfelf to the but- 
eher, with How now Friend, 111 warrant you 
have loft fome fheep, and you want me'to give 
you tidings of them. Yes, noble Doétor (fays 
the man.) Come (fays the Doétor) walk into 
my parlour, and I will endeavour to give you 
fatisfaction. ‘The butcher followed, and hap- 
pened to have a dog with him, which crept un- 
obferved under one of the chairs; the fervant, 
according to cuftom, had drefled himfelf up inva 
bull’s hide, waiting for his fummons to- appear. 
This given, he made his appearance, and the 
dog beingof the true breed, feized the Doétor’s 
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affiftant, and made him roar like the beaft he re- 
prefented: The conjuror. rifing ina great paffion,) 
cried out, take off your dog, you rogue, take 
off your dog. The butcher, having difcovered. 
the cheat, replied, not I by my, troth Doétor, 1 
know he’s as good as: ever run; let them fiche; 
fair,, Do&tor; ‘if -you’ll venture your. devil, Til 
venture my dog... The Doétor at, length -was) 
glad to pay the mani for his fheep;. to prevent a. 
further difcovery of his notorious frauds. : 

In fhort, a train of mifadventures have at=, 
tended chia diabolical cheat, and. many live to: 
rue their credulous regard to it. 

I would therefore particularly admonifh my 
country friends, to-contemn fuch arrogant pre- 
tenders to.an attribute, of the deity ; to banith all 
idle and groundlefs fuggeftions, and profecuting: 
the paths of honour and virtue, leave other con 
cerns to an unerrtng ‘providence, 


PRETENDED-FRIENDS.. 


EFORE I lay open te. my country rea-, 
ders the fraud which. often: lies hid, in! 
feigned pretenfions to friendfhip,: it will, be ne- 
ceflary to defcribefome general. properties of a 
Knave or falfe friend, that they may. be: upom 
their guard, and avoid their guileful infinuations. 
Though fome are of opinion that a Knave 
may be known by his looks, and that the coun 
tenance is an index tothe mind; there are,Hy- 
pocrites, who, have,art enough to manage theig 
very faces, fo as to, indicate, the: ftriGteft honefty, 
or. profound thupicity A Knave I would dif- 
le 
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finguifh from a falfe Friend, by obferving, that 
thofe he wrongs are not fuch as he profefles a 
friendfhip for ; but he praétices upon all whom 
chance throws in his way ; whereas a treacher- 
ous friend, afterthe moft folemn proteftations 
and ftrongeft obligations, breaks through every 
bond, and evidently difcovers a want of con- 
fcience, honour,. and common honefty: he as 
much exceeds a Knave in the atrocioufnefs of 
his condu€t, as perjury and treachery are more 
injurious thana petty cheat. Meer pretenfions 
to friendfhip are a combination of fraud and de- 
ceit of every kind, as well as the product of the 
meaneft cowardice; for, as by their difguife 
they obviate the fufpicion of the open hearted 
generous man, they frequently ftab him in the 
dark, with refpect to character or property. 

In fhort, in point of ftrict morality, they dif- 
fer not from the murderer ; for though they evade 
the letter of the law, they are guilty of violating 
every facred tie, that can connect the intereft of 
mankind, or promote focial happinefs. 

Various are the methods which thefe Pre- 
tenders purfue to infinuate themfelves, with the 
ignorant, or the generous. 

They have generally a confummate effrontery, 
with an affe€tation of modefty, and can afiume 
a variety of looks to fubferve different purpofes. 
They often feign an exceflive regard for the inte~ 
reft of another, who no fooner follows their di- 
rection, than fatalexperience convinces him of 
~ bis own credulity, and the perfidy of a pretended 
friend. 

In the former courfe of my life, being un- 
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acquainted with the treachery of mankind, 
Iiftened to the fmooth addrefs, warm proteftations, 
and fanguine counfel of one of this ftamp, and 
becoming remarkably intimate with him, made 
him acquainted with the particulars of my cir- 
cumftances, referred to his opinion, in all cafes 
of importance, and at length entered into the 
clofeft connections with him. As an indolent 
difpofition induced him to prey upon the unwary, 
my little property was foon exhaufted, and my 


| Pretended Friend not only treated me with the 


vileft abufe, but had well nigh entangled me in 
a labyrinth, out of which 1 could never have 
extricated mytelf. | 
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: HIS is the laf of the pernicious charac- 

ters we propofed to difplay to the view of 
our readers, as of injurious tendency to all who 
are influenced by them. 

Though at firft view thefe may appear harm- 
lefs and inoffenfive, yet their difpofition mutt 
divert them from thofe purfuits on which depends 
their moft important intereft. 

Goflips I confider as referring to the female 
fex, and would underftand by theterm, perfons, 
' who, through habit or inclination, are addicted 
to perpetual chit-chat; and therefore always 
know more of their neighbour’s concern than 
their own. 

Converfe with Goffips always encourages a 
fpirit of detraction, cherifhes envy, and foments 


animofities. 
Goffips 
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Goffips of all ranks, from my lady, to Moll 
the kitchen maid, delight in idle ftories, lying 
reports, and defamatory accufations. 

They are led by their practice to lye, neglect 
their duty, and fquander their time. Which 
confequence will inevitably render the rich def- 
picable, and the poor deftitute ; and every con- 
fiderate perfon knows, to what trying tempta- ~ 
tion penury reduces, when characters are ftained, 
or reputation loft. ; 

I mention this foible of tittle-tattle efpecial- 
ly, as it abounds inthis town, and has, to my 
certain knowledge, been an infuperable obftacle 
to the preferment of many country-girls, who, 
having imbibed it by example, have acquired 
fuch qualities as have proved their difgrace if not \ 
ruin, and have incurred them the difapprobation 
of the wife and good. Shun_ therefore all con- 
verfe with Goflips, becaufe ** Evil communication 
corrupts good manners’. 


General Remarks on the prefent State 
and Condition of the Town, inter- 
— Sperfed with admonitions to Country 
perfons of both Sexes. | | 


WT ONDON has been juftly defcribed as a 

world by itfelf,, in which we may difcover 

more new countries, and furprizing fingularities, 
than in all the univerfe befides. 
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Tt may juftly be compared to a large foreft of — 
wild beafts, where thoufands range about at a 
venture, are equally favage, and mutually de- 
‘ftructive one to another. 

It abounds with hurry and impertinence, fcram- 
blings and underminings, villainies, cheats, and 
impottures. 

Survey it from the court, tothe dunghill, you 
will fee moft of its inhabitants appear in mafk, 
even at noon day, affeCling to be bufy in the 
fervice of fociety, but bafely fubferving their own 
patlions, as if deceit was a virtue. 

Its very pomp, the innumerable equipages, 
and fplendid retinue we fee in every corner afford 
but a melancholy token of an wniverfal poverty, 
and the difmal profpeét of crouds of miferable 
people, either tortured with the agonies of their 
own guilt and follies ; groaning under the want 
of the neceflaries of life, mad or infatuated by 
oppreffion, or defperate from an urgent fenfe of 
irretrievable loffes fuftained in confcience, repus 
tation, or poverty. 

In fhort, if one grand idea could contain a 
juft reprefentation of the motely tribe, which 
‘daily exhibits in this fcene of aélion, we could 
not entertain it without confufion and aftonith- 
ment. Here are difplayed a perfect drama of 
human life; a juft portrait of human nature, 
and a friking picture of men and things. 

The court is an epitome of this city as well 
asthe world, and abounds with glaring inftances 
of the lawlefs {way of pride, ambition and 


avarice. ; 
The 
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' ‘The avenues leading to it are agreeable to the 
profpect, and all terminate in the fame point, 
honour and felf-intereft. eat 

At firft view the end feems eafily attainable, 
but experience will prove, that before any can 
arrive at the defired goal, many by-paths muft 
be crofled, many intricate mhazes explored, many 
convictions of right and wrong ftifled, and many 
arts invented and practifed, - iat) 

At Weftminfter-hall you may hear hideous 
complaints for want of money and bufinefs; much 
harangue to little purpofe,. effrontery and froth 
getting the better of modefty and good fenfe, 
and dignified rogues oppreffing the helplefs but 
honett 

Obferve the fticklers for religion, and you 
will find them inveterately hating, uncharitably 
cenfuring each other, and almoft every part de- 
nouncing anathemas on the reft. 

If we lead the countryman from one feat of 
action to another, it will excite at once his curie- 
fity and furprife. When he beholds the reverend 
robe of authority, he will be difpofed to honour 
the wearer ; but, when he finds it to be a fanc- 
tion for iniquity, it will incur his contempt. 

‘The park is famous for being the rendezvous 
of the gay and gallant, who aflemble there to fee 
and to be feen, to cenfure and to be cenfured 5. 
the ladies to fhew their finery and the fruits of 
much pains taken at the toilet, and beaus to ex- 
pofe their fopperies, obferve the beauties, and 
fix on a toaft for the approaching evening, Every 
one here is curious-in examining thofe who pa(s, 
and moft are malicious as well as cenforious.. : 

BY 
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‘In this place of general concourfe, people often 
join in the company of thofe whom they either 
hate or deride, for company is not fought here 
for the benefit of converfation, but joined to ac- 
quire a degree of confidence, and embolden per- 
fons againft the common reftrictions of the place. 
‘They talk chiefly to be taken notice of by thofe 
who pafs by them, for which reafon they raife 
their voices, that thofe who know them, may 
not meet without a bow ex paffant. Here ladies 
walk four or five miles ina morning with all the 
alacrity imaginable, who at home think it an in- 
f{upportable fatigue to journey from one end of their 
chamber to another. You may obferve a beau 
reconnoitering the Mall, as much divided in 
mind as a lady in alace chamber, in determin- 
ing which company he fhall join, and toavoid the 
tatal confequence of a wrong choice, ufe as much 
precaution as a prudent parent would do in 
the difpofal of a daughter in marriage. 

A plain Jri/b Lord thall lead half a dozen laced 
coats up and down during his pleafure; and 
another time be as much neglected as an honeft 
man in diftrefs, upon the fight of a ribbon, 
though every ribbon bears attraction according 
to its colour. . . 
The park is likewife a refort for ufurers, who 
ply there in queft of young fpend-thrifts, with 
- whom they deal in the cent. per cent. way, and 
many of whom they eafe of a third part of their 
eftate by the time it comes into their poffeffion. 

Here are alfo to be feen a number of tawdry 
-miffes, who are ambling up and down in queft of 
a cully, a dinner and acrown ; as well as many 
i | | : fharpers, 
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fharpers, lying in wait for a fool of fortune, or 
an inexperienced countryman. In fhort, the 
Mall exhibits a motely {cene of vanity, folly, and 
knavery ; though it may afford recreation and 
improvement, to the ftranger of either fex, pro- 
vided they are fufficiently guarded againft its 
{nares and intrigues. 

I would admonifh the country girl to be cau- 

tious of frequenting that or any other place ot 
public refort in this town, without proper com- 
pany. 
The play-houfe, under regulation, is a place 
of rational entertainment, and pleafing inftruce 
tion, much of which is loft through the felf-in- 
terefted compliance of the managers, with the 
vitiated tafte of the town; I call it vitiated, be- 
caufe people in general delight either in the re- 
prefentation of obfcenity, or nonfenfical operas, 
farces, &c. which tend to corrupt and enervate 
the minds of the rifing generation. 

Here the indolent loll away their precious 
time, the critic comes to indulge his vanity, the 
fharper to trapan, the courtezan to allure and 
decoy, the bawd and procurefs to feduce, and 
beaus and belles to fee, be feen, and mutually 
captivate. 

In this epitome of the world, are four clafles ; 
the firft is compofed of perfons of quality, and 
are feated in the boxes ; though fools and im- 
pertinents too often intrude amongft them. The 
fecond clafs, whofe province is the pit, confifts 
of citizens and their ladies, wits and critics; 
fharpers and courtezans; the third rank occu- 
pies the middle gallery, and is compofed of me- 

| chanics, 
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chanics, and the midling degree of people; thé 
fourth and laft, comprehend the refufe of «the 
town, and is the feat of noife, impertinence, and 
confufion.: | 

There are nightly at the play-houfes, both in| 
the pit and middle gallery, a number of jilting 
whores, ready to feduce any. perfon who has the © 
leaft appearance of aftranger.. When fuch-a- 
one is feated, one of thefe ladies comes up to him 
with a kind of formal impudence, -and fixes hers 
felf as near him as poflible, then begins fome 
impertinent prate, todraw him into converfation 
with hers If fhe finds a man fit for her turn; 
and a true fquire, with a fubtle and infinuating 
civility, fhe leaves him a little, perhaps, to ac- 
quaint fome hanger-on, that fhe has a bubble in 
tow; fome proper meafures are then refolved ony 
and fhe returns, and will be fure to flick by him 
to the end of the play, .by frequently forcing her 
difcourfe to him, and contracting a kind of fas _ 
miliarity withhim. When the entertainment is 
over, fhe’). take care to march out with him, and 
by the way, ‘contrive to let him have a glimpfe 
at her painted face. 
» If this prevails not, and he itill feems infens 
fible of her defign, fhe comes to clofe parley, and 
defires to know which-way he goes, which is al- 
ways fure to be her’s. Here fhe takes occafion 
to infinuate, that if he'll call a coach, and fet her 
down,. fhe’ll give him a caft another night. 
- If this fucceeds, the bufinefs is half done; 
and now fhe has got him to: herfelf, the begins 
to cajole and flatter, to commend his good na- 
ture and civility, but above all, the kindnefs in 
Remar ts taking 
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aking her into his coach; in confideration of 
-which, if he’ll do her the favour to go home with 
ther to her lodgings, fhe’]l do her beft to make 
him amends. 

When he arrives there, fhe’ll fift him to 
now his circumftances, character in life, &c. 
which, if they anfwer her expectation, fhe af- 
fects to be fo captivated with his deportment, 
that he muft needs dine with her to-morrow, and 
thus the train is effectually laid, and he is gene- 
rally taken in for both. 

_ The bawd and procurefs alfo frequently lay 
wait here for the unwary of both fexes, and vag 
rious are the arts which they practife, to the ine 
jury of the one, and ruin of the other, 
There are alfo a fort of male decoyers in thi¢ 
{cene of allurement, whofe bufinefs it is to in= 
veigle the ftranger or countryman into deftruce 
tive paths. 

. One of thofe officious fellows will find fome 
occafion to accoft him, and after a little converfe, 
‘as they feldom want confidence and impudence, 
and ftand little on forms and ceremonies, will 
afk him, after the play, to accompany him to 
the tavern, and drink to the health of an honeft 
gentleman of his country, whom he either knows 
or has heard of. If he can wheedle him thi- 
ther, the firft bufinefs is to make him drunk, 
draw him into gaming, and then rob him of his 
‘money. | 

Various alfo are the traps laid for the unfuf- 
pected fair in this inchanting place; to avoid the 
fatal confequences of being trappanned inte 


which, I advife my country readers of both fexes, — 


2 
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Not to be immoderately fond of pleafures, and 
never to ufe them without confidering their de= 
fign, and in the company of difcrcet experienced 
friends. | id 
-» London Coffee-houfes comprehend a vaft va- 
riety of charaCters, and are frequented by gocd, 
bad, idle, and infignificant perfons. 

_. Here you may find the man of bufinefs, the phi- 


_ dofepher, the critic, the beau, the fharper, and 


f{punger ; fome tranfaGting their commercial con- 
cerns, fome ruminating, fome difplaying their 
logical talents, fome lolling between fleep and 
lumber, fome looking out for their prey, and 
dome, by their vacant faces, indicating no emo- 
tion at all, 
¢ Frequenting the coffee-houfes in the different 


. “parts of the town, will afford a ftranger a very 


good notioniof the inhabitants in general, as well 
(as a ftricking difplay of the different characters 
anit; and if he is on his guard, will not prove 
‘an the leaft detrimental to him. | 
’ So various are the avocations of this towns 
and fo different the times of attending them, that 


there are fome houfes of. entertainment open all 


‘night as well as day ;in order, according to their 
original defign, to accommodate: thofe, whofe 
callings oblige them to attend at the eariieit 
hours. . q 

‘But, as cuftoms degenerate in time, fo thefe 
are likewife rendered fubfervient to bafe purpofes 
and fraudulent defigns. 

Thefe houfes are moftly frequented by loofes 


 diforderly fellows, who ply there in queft of per= 


fons either intoxicated. with liquor, or ignorant 
of 
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of the town, in order to trapan them by various 
artifices into meafures, beneficial to the feducer, 
and deftructive to the feduced. Nothing is more 
common, than for perfons, after they have fuf- 
fered them(elves to be detained beyond their ufual 
hour of departure, to betake themfelves to one 
of thefe kind of houfes ; where they will find a 
number of chairmen, coachmen, and others, the 
refufe of mankind, together with fome of the 
fame plight as themfelves. ‘It: is extraordinary, 
if pretence is not found to quarrel, efpecially 
with one who feems to be a countryman, unle(s 
you will comply with their exorbitant demands, 
either in gaming, drinking, or fpending your 
money lavifhly on them ; in fuch cafes, the ftran- 
ger never fails of being foiled ; for, if they can- 
not conquer him by dint of manhood, they will 
by numbers, If you chance (as it is very pro= 
bable) to fall afleep, you may expect to awake 
without your hat, watch, money, &c. and it will 
be very-difficult for you to obtain indemnity for 
~Pproperty loft in fo promifcuous a company. 
In moft of the paffages and avenues leading to 
thefe night-houfes, you will be accofted by the 
moft miferable of all whores, who are either ex 
cluded a lodging, through wantonnefs or pover- 
ty; if you comply not with their defire, they 
will revile you; and if you refent their abufe, 
it is much if you efcape the rigorous difcipline of 
fome attendant bullies ; whereas compliance will 
almoft certainly be attended with the moft per- 
nicious confequences, ‘= 
To avoid thefe difafters, the ftranger fhould 
regularly and pundtually comply with the forms 
| and 
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and hours of the houfe in which he refides, when 
in town. 

Among the reft of the many diverfions and 
amufements contrived by the ingenious and ne- 
ceffitous ; to entertain the rich, the fortunate, 
and the foolith 5 befides plays, operas, panto- 
mines; cat’s operas, puppet- -fhews, &c. there 
has been practifed amongft us a piece of old 
French gallantry, called a ma/querade, an infti- 
tution, wherein the moft abandoned may indulge 
the excefs of luxury and lafcivioufnefs, and wal- 
low in the extravagance of concupifcence. — 

To the honour of the prefent day, this extra- 
vagance of vice has been rather difcountenanced 
than encouraged of late ; but, as it fometimes is 
allowed under the difguifed title of an afembly, 
and as from experience, I am affured of its bane- 
ful influence, efpecially on ftrangers; I think it 
incumbent on me, to exhibit a concife view of 
the fame, in order toexcite the averfion of the: 
- reader, to an amufement fo repugnant to the laws: 
of reafon and virtue. 

Fired in my youthful days with the many ex- 
travagant reprefentations I had heard of this 
motley farce, I refolved to be no longer ignorant 
ef a diverfion, which had been honoured, asi 
fame reported, by the prefence of the greateft 
quality. Accordingly, [ communicated my in- 
tentions to a few chofen companions, and pre- 
vailed upon them, to participate with me of the 
fame expentive folly. 

-, Ona certain night we took coach in the city, 
turned our backs. upon the honeft part of the 
town, and hurried away to the long defired {cene 
of delight. Having. 
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' Having, according to cuftom, transformed 
ourfelves at one of the fhops appointed for the 
purpofe, into fuch fort of uncouth figures, as 
might put us on a level with the whimfical mor- 
tals; with whom we were about to mix; not- 
withftanding our vicinity to the aflembly-houfe, 
we thought proper to croud ourfelves into fedan 
chairs, to avoid the infults of the rabble, who 
were gathered in great numbers on important oc- 
cafions. 

When we arrived at Cupid’s new Elyfium, 
and had pafled through a lane of foldiers ; in- 
{ftead of ready money, we produced our printed 
. tickets, which, by parting with a piece at atime, 
carried us through three examiner’s offices, till 
we were introduced by the mafler of the cere- 
monies into a lofty hall. 

I now began to look about me with as much 
furprife, as a countryman under the doom of St. 
Paul’s, being furrounded with fuch a variety of 
objects; as at once perplexed my very eyes. 

Having amufed myfelf a-while with the elit- 
tering pomp, and aftonifhing variety that jur- 
rounded me, I could not forbear thinking, that 
all the vices and follies in the univerfe, were here 
promifcuoufly huddled together. 

Being at length a little reconciled to the many 
frightful appearances that were fauntering to and 
fro to entertain each other, with an inexpreffible 
diverfity of pafte-board faces, old play-houfe 


robes, and other fantaftical difguifes; 1 began — 


to examine particulars, and fix in my memory 
every occurrence that might deferve public no~ 
tice, 
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' Purfuant to my defign, I took feveral: turnss _ 

the whole length of the grand aflembly-room, 

which was crouded with a vaft variety of un- 

~ couth mortals, and appeared on the whele as a 
medley of all nations, ages, and profeffions. — 

While the more fprightly part of the motley 
aflembly were diverting themfelves with fhaking 
their heels, others were ftanding as {pectators, to 
- delight their eyes with the fine cuts and capers of 
_the young gentlemen, and the agility and deport- 
ment of the nimble-footed ladies, who ufed every 
art and device to win hearts, ° | 

After feveral fhort confabulations with the fair 
-fex, in various forms, and on various fubjets, I 
began to amufe my curiofity, with the number- 
—Jefs throng of fpectators that were buzzing about 
me, and found carried into practice every fran- 
tic invention, that could render human nature 
contemptibly ludicrous. 

There were mixed together, kings and pea- 
fants, old and young, faints and demons, the 
grave and the gay, ghofts and living forms, and 
and all characters that could compofe a jumble of 
diverfity. 

Thus variegated, they fallied forth in great 
numbers into the hazard-room ; I followed, and 
‘beheld them purfuing their paftime with the ut- 
moft decorum; the winners refraining from all 
extatic tranfports, and the lofers from frantic ex- 
clamations; no noife was heard, but the chink- 
ing of gold, the rattling of dice, and the flamp- 
ing of the box. , 

From the gamefters apartment, I crofled the 
grand affembly-room, to feme more private con- 
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veniencies en the right-hand, where confenting 
Jovers retired out of the crowd to confirm their 
affignation. I had no fooner entered upon thefe 
premifes, than I found the feats all occupied by 
the moft amorous part of both fexes. Here all 
the languifhing poftures, alluring whifpers, and 
engaging airs, that could poflibly kindle the fire” 
of love in the coldeft breaft, were modeftly ex- — 
ercifed. . 

From thence I moved forward till I came to 
an apartment, where all forts of rich drams and © 
cordials were’ plentifully difpenfed to both fexes, 
by three or four female under-{ftrappers, whofe 
fole bufinefs was to give their vigilant attendance 
on this, particular occafion, 

Hither the trading part of the female quality 
repair to fharpen their wits, elevate their droop- 
ing fpirits, and render themfelves more accept-’ 
able companions. to fuch unfortunate cullies as_ 
fhould happen to engage with them. i 

Being rather averfe to diftilled liquors, efpe- } 
cially at fecond-hand, I removed my quarters, 
and retired through the crowd into one of the 
boxes, where I might. fit at eafe, behold the af- | 
* fembly at a diftance, and ruminate upon the ex- | 
cellent ufe, and public benefit of this moft glo- 
rious Convention, where all. degrees of perfons, i 
either had or might have recourtfe to play the fool | 
without the danger of being known, and the dif- 
honour of being expofed in fome puplic news- 
paper. 

Here I gazed a confiderable time with alternate 
rage and tranfport, till upon a fignal given at the 
upper end of the room, moft of the company 
. G2 vanifhed | 
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vanifhed in a minute, and the fpacious place of 
reception was left empty. 

I enquired the caufe of this fudden defertion, 
and the perfon, to whom J applied, perceiving 
by my queflions { was a ftranger to the cuftoms 
of this honourable affembly, told me, that they 
were all under ground at preient, and bufily en~ 
gaged in regaling themfelves, | 

Advancing to the upper end of the room, m 
| nofe was faluted with the fmell of various dain- 
| ties, but 1 could not yet difcover from whence 
the fumes arofe, tll looking narrowly about me, ~ 
at length in an obfcure corner on the right-hand, 
i found a fteep pair of flairs, that defcended al- 
moft perpendicularly into a fubterranean cave, 
; where, asl entered, I was environed by a pack 
|. of cormorants, contending for the raireft dain- 
»ties,-that nature could produce; as the enter- 
‘tainment was very inadequate to’ the numerous 

| alfembly, With much difficulty I procured a 
| fuftciency to appeafe the keenefs of my appetite, 
| and retired into one of the boxes, where | hap- 
|| pened to find a Jady much troubled with the 
)| hick-up, having made too free with claret and 
| citron water; I began to adminifter what verbal 
{| comfort I could to a diftrefled Jady in her ftag- 
|| gering condition; at firft the feemed coy, but I 
{{ |. foon made her break through her difflembled mo- 
| defty, and put on her natural temper, as well as 
‘| her fituation would admit, 
|| After fome incoherent difcourfe with her, I 
| | enguired her name and lodging, made her fair 
|| | promifes, and a handfome apology for not wait- 
||, | ing on her home, and fo returned into the crowd 
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in queft of my companions, whom I foon found, 
being all like myfelf, well cloyed with their en- 
tertainment. | 

By this time, which was about five in the 
morning, the mufic was filenced, the dancing 
given over, the company dull, and the lovers 
eager to enjoy fools paradife: fo that, with the 
reft of my companions, I took a final leave of | 
this expenfive piece of mummery; with encreafed | 
concern for the prevalence of vice and folly in my 
native country. ae 

From fuch aflemblies as thefe, I would dif- 
fuade my readers of both fexes, as they tend to 
give the minds of youth a wrong bias, and di- 
vert them from the paths of moral and focial 
virtue. 

As the curiofity of country perfons is natu- 
rally excited by the various things that prefenti 
themfelves in this town, and as many of them _ 
may be feen both with amufement and improve- 
ment ; fo there are other fcenes, at which he can- 
not be prefent, without incurring much danger, 
it not fuftaining great lofs both in pocket and | 


Covent-Garden, and its purlieus, have many 
fnares, which often entice the inexperienced 
heated youth to his deftruction; and therefore 
fhould be entered with great caution and circum- 
f{pection. — | | 

Here area vat variety of allurements, fuch as 
taverns, bagnios, jelly-houfes, and lodging~ 
houfes: fome adapted to the purpofe of affigna- 
tion, and others to that of the confummation of 
amorous defires, | 
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|. The jelly-houfes have, within thefe few years; 
|) been reforted by ladies of pleafure, who ply there — 
ii, as cattle atumarket, or fervants at a ftatute-hall; 
|, where you may repair, and chufe fuch goods as 
ii) beft fuit your tafte. Thofe who: frequent thefe 
i) houfes, have certainly loft that fhame and deli- 

(/| cacy which are the ornaments of their fex, as 
) well as contracted the moft bare-faced effron- 
||) tery, being capable of expofing themfelves to the 
|) lewd embraces of an abfolute ftranger for a tri+ 

/| fling confideration. They are likewife the refort 
}| of idle fellows, who meanly live-on the contri- 
| bution of proftituted wretches, and are therefore 
| bound to appear there, in order to affert their 
| caufe, and fight their battles. 
In fhort, every fober perfon, who regards his 
| intereft or character, will avoid fuch places as 
\@are moftly frequented by perfons of indolent dif- 
| pofitions, and tainted morals, and are in the 
I)) higheft fenfe derogatory to his honour, fubver- 
i) jive of his happinefs, and repugnant to his in- 
tereft. : 

. From thefe houfes, the female train, and their 
abandoned, as well as deluded followers, coms 
monly adjourn to other fcenes of debauchery, 
where there is a nightly rendezvous of whores, 
pimps, penfioners, bullies and cullies. 

The. bufy fcene) generally opens about mid- 
“night, and. clofes about four in the morning. 
Here are difcharged vollies of oaths and execra- 
tions, ribaldry and nonfenfe, blafphemy and ob- 
fcenity; all that can fhock a modeft ear, offend 
2 ferious mind, or difguft a rational obferver, is 
practifed without remorfe, refpect. of pee’ or 
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' fex, or refpect to the fuperiority of the human to 
the brutal creation. | : 

| As the landlords of fuch houfes cannot but be 
 fuppofed to have loft all fenfe of honour and juf- 
tice, the guefts cannot reafonably expect fair 
treatment or good liquors; and indeed, as their 
view of frequenting them, procecds from diffe- 
rent caufes, they are generally carelefs about the 
quality or quanuty of what they gorge, to the 
deftruction of their health, and the profit of the 
moft abandoned of mankind. 

The unguarded youth not only injures hiscon- 
ftitution, through ‘means of intemperance, by 
frequenting fuch houfes, but alfo too often con- 
tracts fuch acquaintance, as prove an eternal 
barrier to his future fuccefs, 

I have an intimate friend who lives a melan- 
choly proof of the truth of this remark, and dates 
his ruin from the very day he entered one of | 
_ thefe enchanting, but deftructive places. | 

He was the only fon of an indulgent mother, 
but after a good education at fchool, being ap- 
prenticed by his guardians to a menial trade, he 
thought proper to relinquifh that, and apply to 
academical ftudies, to qualify himfelf for a more 
important ftation in life, , 

Thefe he profecuted with fuccefs fome years, 
during which he lived happy in himfelf, re- 
{pected by his friends, and endeared to a fond 
parent. . 

At length, on the clofe of a fummer’s even- 
ing, he chanced to pafs through the Strand, and 
-eblerved a vaft ingrefs and egrefs of divers of 
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each fex, at a certain houfe, his Cunt prompt- 
ed him to enter. 

Here he beheld ‘a motely tribe of beings, with 
various countenances, geftures, and employs: 
Some inflamed with liquor, were denouncing 
horrid judgment on themfelves and others ; fome 
immerfed in fenfelefs ftupidity, appeared-as: be 
ings without reflection; fome were encoantering 
with the moft profligate whores, in the moft in- 
decent difcourfe, and others eee afiignations 
for amorous dalliance. | 

Thefe ftrange fcenes idducedshim to fit down, 
call for his bowl, and ftay to the full extent: of 
his ufual time from his lodging.’ 

In a few days, urged by the fame fatal curio- 
fity, he repaired to the fame fatal houfe, where 
an unhappy female attracted his OER and cha: 
tivated his mind. Bier. 

Determined however to maiiitain His reputa= 
tion, fhe in vain attempted to allure him to her 
embraces feveral nights after each other ; being 
not only fenfible of the fufpicion he :fhould in- 
cur, but alfo of the danger inevitably refulting 
from fuch intercourfe with a proftitute. _ 

 Neverthelefs he kept up'a:correfpendence; vifit- 
ed her at her apartments, and came'once’or twice 
a week in queft of her to this:houfe, ~ As he was. 
tied to-an. hour, and thereforeobliged’ to quit 
thefe fcenes which now became agreeable to him, 
he began to repine at his fituation in life, which 
laid fuch reftraint on his ‘conduct, and deter- 
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_. He was then on the approach to a pretty for- 
- tune bequeathed him by an induftrious father, 
| who died in his infancy, and he therefore began 
to endulge the-profpect of enhanced pleafure 
without reftriction. 

As reforting fuch places commonly produce 

‘intemperance, he frequently went home much 
difguiled in liquor, which was at length re- 
ported to his worthy patron, who fext for, 
gently reproved and difmiffed him, with an aflu- 
France, that on promife of reformation, paft con- 
duct fhould be buried ia oblivion. 
_ This generous behaviour determined him to 
abandon that part of the town, which had al- 
ready proved fo injurious to his character; and 
he again purfued his ftudies with renewed ala- 
crity. 

But alafs! the impetuofity of paffion and al- 
lurements of vice foon conquered the refoluti- 
ons of reafon and virtue, and my unfortunate 
friend returned to his former courfe. 

His old companions in debauchery welcomed 
him on his arrival, laughed at his foolifh defer- 
ence to friends, and took every means to atiach 
him to their pernicious praétices, 

Wholly devoted to vice and folly, and tempt- 
ed by the little fortune to fall to him. within a 
month, without the knowledge of his friends or 
afigning the leaft caufe, he quitted his ftudies, 
and betook himfelf to a life of unreftrained plea- 
ure. 

His afflicted parent, and fincere friends impor- 
tunately folicited his return; but deaf to their 
intreaties, he rather accelerated his career to mi- 
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fery and poverty, nor allowed himfelf a paufe in 
his progrefs towards the goal of ruin. 

Having received his fortune, much of which 
was exhaufled by debts previoufly contraéted on 
vatious accounts, he became not only a dupe to 
his own paffions, but to thofe fharpers: which in 
this town are always ready to-trapan the unthink- | 

ing youth. The circle of his acquaintance with 
both fexes: now enlarged, and his expences in 
proportion, infomuch, that within the compafs 
of a-year his ready cafh was expended and he was 
obliged to have recourfe to mortgage on his little 
eftate, and from thence to abfolute fale; fo.that 
in about three years he was difencumbered of the 
whole. His former miitrefles now eyed him with 
referve, his former companions afteCted indiffer- 
ence, and many with whom he had paffed hours 
of jollity, had forgotten both his nameand face. — 
Thus bereft of his fortune and abandoned by his . 
pretended friends, he ftrolled from place to place, ' 
and often fauntered: to the park to count trees 
for adinner. Being at laft reduced to a ftate’ 
of abfolute want, like the prodigal fon, he re-_ 
turned to his doatine parent, who received him | 
with all the warmth of maternal affection, ar- 
rayed him in decent apparel, and furnifhed him 
with every requifite for the retrieval of his for-’ 
mer fituarion. 

- Affeted by this ilulbene. treatment, he pro= 
ratied fubmiffively to apply to his injuted patron, 
and if he could obtain his favour, refume his 
regular courfe of life. 

“But fee the infatuation of vice and folly! 
footie et ince his experience of the fatal con~ 
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fequences of a diflolution of morals, not only. 
in the lofs of reputation, but griping penury 
itfelf; he hed no fooner the leaft power of tafte- 
ing the baleful vices, than his impetuous defires 
prompted him to the purfuit of them. 

As his finances were but fmall, he could only 
fee enough to enflame his defires, which as he 
__ could not accomplifh, he at length determined 
on a foreign exploit, and accordingly embarked 
in a privateer, amongft the very refufe of man- 
kind. | 

Here he found fome companions, who owed 
their fituation to the fame caufe with himfelf, 
and daily joined with him in lamenting the day 
they were ‘educed to enter the habitation or re- 
‘fort of harlots. 

As he had now much time for reflection, he 
frequently ruminated on his paft life, the confe- 
quence of folly and extravagance, and the abje@ 
{tate to which he had reduced himfelf. 

Happily he efcaped the lofs of life and limb, 
» and once more returned to his native country, 

and the carefles of the moft indulgent of parents. 
» Nor were his inclinations to vicious purfuits 
abated by a former feries of hardfhips and dan- 
gers, as he difcovered in many inftances the fame 
~ defires as before, though the means for accom- 
plifhing them were wanting, fo that his abfti- 
nence was no virtue. 

At length his unhappy mother, through dif- 
appointment in her expectations of the conduct 
and fate of her fon, added to an afthmatic dif- 
order, cloied the fcene of life, and left my un- 
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happy friend to roam at large through the dreary 
maze of an inhofpitable world. 

‘Time and misfortunes at length brought him 
to ferious reflection, and though, through much 
pain and induftry, he procures a fubfiftence for 
himfelf and little family, he pafles not a day 
without repining at his former unhappy fate, re- 
fulting from an incident apparently trifling, but. 
: productive of a conftant fource of difquiet. 
| ~ Since thefe and worfe effects flow from the re- 

fort of fuch houfes, we have been fomewhat pro- ~ 
~ lix, in reciting a cafe, which our country readers 

may rely on as matter of fact, and which, we 
| hope, will effectually difluade many from the 
‘profecution of fuch deftructive meafures. 

_ The ftranger cannot pafs any of the ftreets of 
this fcene of luxury, without being expofed to 
the temptation of lewd women, either in paffing, 
or from the windows. Through the force of 
white and red paint, and the glaring of a few 
‘tawdry rags, they, fome of them, appear at a 
diftance, defirable objects, and have thereby al- ‘ 
Jured to their embraces many innocent inexperi- 
enced countrymen, who have have had reafon 
to rue their unfortunate captivity. 

Befides thefe -dangérs, to which the honeft 
countryman muft be expofed from this quarter of 
the town, he will likewife, at night, be liable to 
the infults of banditti, whofe ‘bufinefs it is to 
feek occafion to quarrel, abufe, and thereby 
draw him before a juftice, and extort money by 
falily {wearing he was agereflor. 

The very officers of juftice have availed them- 
felves of the ignorance and timidity of a ftranger, 

whom 
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whom they have apprehended, carried to a 
round-houfe, and obliged to fee them, to obtain 
difmifion, though detained contrary to all law of 
reafon or the nation. : 

In fhort, fo numerous and various are the in- 
trigues, frauds and allurements praétifed, as well 
as the infults, abufes and villainies committed on 
the perfon of a ftrange countryman ; that when 
on this inchanting ground, we would admonifh 
him to tread with the utmoft precaution, to 
maintain a conftant guard on his paflions and 
temper, and not to be extravagantly fond of any 
amufement, or object that may prefent itfelf to» _ 
his notice and obfervation. 

Having thus led our readers through a difmal. 
wildernefs, and fhewn them what kind of wild 
beafts range therein, as well as related many oc- 
currences and cuftoms, we prefume worthy the 
attention of the ftranger and countryman, we 
fhall inftance fome of the prevailing follies of 
the times, and fubmit the abfurdity of them to 
the bar of reafon, and decifion of manly fenfe, 

With refpeét to garb or drefs, many are fo 
ridiculoufly extravagant, that this fingle article 
engrofles moft of their time, money, and 
thoughts. Perfons of quality and refined tafte, 
drefs three or four times a-day, and are fo fond 
of exotic fopperies, that not only moft trades in. 
the ftate, but moft nations in the world are con- 
cerned in their equipage. ‘There are alfo in this 
town, a kind of butter-fy {parks, or infignifi- 
cant infects, that flutter about a year or two, 
and are afterwards forced ta creep. into holes 
and corners, in a garb . contemptible, wretch- 
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ed and loathfome, as the former was fplendid, 
fulfome and ridiculous. 

_. This practice, vain and foolifh as it is, has 
been adopted by numbers, -to their utter ruin, 
who having expended their fortunes in a few 
_ gaudy trappings, in order to make a figure (as 
they term it) become the contempt and ridicule 
of the wholetown. There is alfo'an Epicurean 
fect, a fort of nice palated fparks, who can re- 
lifh nothing but dainties, and’ defpifing the un- 
adulterated produCtions of their native clime, as 
common fare, affect a tafte for ftudied mixtures, 
coftly fauces, and foreign delicacies. 

Thefe have frequently indulged their Juxuri- 
ance of tafte with delicious morfels, till they 
have wanted food convenient for the fupport of 
nature. 

Others in this town, affect the character of 

veing generous and fociable, by making coftly 
treats and entertainments; I have heard a fool 
boaft of having expended a hundred pound on 
an evening's entertainment for a few friends, 
who, after all, only contemned and ridiculed his 
_ prodigality. 
‘The extremity of this folly has frequently ap- 
peared. in the expences of giddy youth on jilts 
and courtezans, whom they have indulged in 
every whim of drefs, and caprice of tafte, that 
pride can fuggett, or luxury excite. 

Such peifons are beneath even pity, and we 
cannot, when reduced, but feem to grudge them 
the very hufks to which their penury confines 
them, and-with them fuch a fate, as might de- 

ter 
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ter the reft of mankind from their inadvertent 
conduct. : | 

By thefe reflections, 1 would not inculcate 
mean and narrow principles, as I deteft all mo- 
rofenefs of temper and fingularity of behaviour, 
and heartily recommend a decent garb, and gen- 
teel, friendly entertainments, upon proper occa- 
fions, as equally neceflary and commendable in| 
a gentleman; but to prevent country people of 
property from being hurried into a compliance 
with the foolifh cuftoms which prevail in this 
town, to thedifgraceand impoverifhing of thole 
who practife them. 

Of all the follies and fallacies which reign in 
London, none is more glaring than affediatizy, 
By this term, I cited according to the 
definition of a modern dramatic writer, endea- 
-vouring to impofe ourfelves on the world, for 
what we are not; or ftriving to be, what we are 
‘perfuaded we cannot. ‘There is not in human 
life fo trite a character as this; as every man en- 
tertains a good opinion of himfelf more highly 
than he ought, fo many are prompted by drefs, 
or fome extra mark, to give themfelves an air 
of confequence, which they vainly imagine in- 
titles them to agenetal efteem. 

In promifcuous companies, I have frequently 
known a fharper taken for a gentleman, and the 
matter of a puppet-fhew for aman of fenle ; fo 
deluded are moft people by appearance. 

A great wig, and fignificant ftrut, have long 
compoled a phyfician; and the apothecaries, and 
very quacks follow their example. Divinity, 
with refpect to the garb of many of its profeflors, 
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seems to be reverfed; our young clergy wearirig — 
fmart curling locks, and prim ftocks, .more be- 
coming tavern waiters, than teachers of th 
people. ! peas eet 

This folly of affectation prevails in London 
more particularly, becaufe, through its vaft ex- 
tent, and the multitude of its inhabitants, perfons 
can carry on a difguife with more plaufibility, 
than in towns where the character and circum- 
ftances of individuals are minutely enquired into. 
Hence it comes to. pafs, that fo many vain, un- 
thinking fops, have maintained a fplendid ap- 
pearance, the title of efquire, and its attendant 
‘dignities for a few months, and then fneaked | 
from the bailiff’s: clutches, and bilked all, on 
whofe credulity they could impofe by alittle out- 
fide fhew and gaudy parade. ) 

I therefore efteem it effential to my defign, to 
admonifh country perfons of both fexes, to be- 
ware of this delufion of affeftation, nor judge of 
any perfon here by appearance. ‘Though moft 
by affectation gratify their pride, many fubferve 
their intereft, indeed wholly live by it. Thefe 
“are painted whores, who, when bereft of their 
‘difguife, difplay a figure odious to the beholder. 

‘The fimplicity of -ftrangers unaccuftomed to 
foppery, induces them frequently to catch at the 
bait laid for them by the enfnaring of both fexes. 
Plain John is liable to be deluded: by the pomp 
of atrain, or glare of a necklace; nor is honeft 
Sue always proof againft a laced coat, and gaudy 
fword knot. 

On the other hand, villains frequently perpe- 
trate acts of injuftice, not only under the ~~ 
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of fimplicity, both in drefs. and behaviour, but 
even under the very fan@tion of religion. We 
have here many perfons fcrupuloufly pun@ual in 
the forms and ceremonies of religion; great 
church-goers, would not fwear an oath on an 
account, (qualities good in themfelves) but fol- 
low them into the world, weich their actions in 
the balance of juftice, bring them to the ftan- 
dard of right and wrong, and you will find their 
religion mere affectation, their devotion an ab- 
folute lie, and their precifenefs downright hy- 
pocrify. 

Such is the prevalence of infidelity on the one 
hand, and fanaticifm on the other, that with all 
our religion, more fects of which there never 
were, than at this time, common honefty feems 
banifhed, and God-like benevolence to have de- 
ferted every breaft, 

Ina word, fair as things may appear to a fu- 
perficial eye, this epitome of the world, called 
London, will afford the minute infpector but a 
difmal fcene, in which he will difcover power 
oppreffing merit, riches over-balancing honeity, 
and affectation trampling on fimplicity. 

Such is the prevalence of power and parade, 
that merit of character is with great difficulty af- 
certained, efpecially in a place where difguife 
and artifice are daily practifed. Writers may be 
poffeffed of genius in an equal degree, yet appear 
in different lights, Slender virtues may be highly 
efteemed, becaufe they appear in certain places, 
or before certain perfons. Many exercile exalted 
virtues in obfcurity. I remember:a worth 
country gentleman, painted at court in the black- 
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eft colours, who, at the fame time, was ex- 


tremely beloved in the country. The reafon was, 
that the country people among whom he chiefly 
refided, had no correfpondence at court, and 
therefore his reputation extended no farther than 
his parifh ; whereas fome potent perfons, againft 
whofe oppreffions he defended the common 
people, were intimate with principals at the ca~ 
pital. On the other hand, to verify our remark, 
concerning chara@ters, we find many who are 
generally hated in their own country, pafs for 
angels in the capital, | 

If we would really enquire into a man’s cha- 
racter, we fhould repair to the place of his abode, 
and there procure information, not from his fu- 


periors on the fpot, but from his neighbours of 


equal rank, with whom he has lived in his own 
natural manner. Daily experience fhews how 


wretchedly we are impofed upon by the attefta- 


tions of people authorifed to characterize another 


‘man’s virtue’s or abilities, and that we, there- 


fore, can only have a man’s true character from 


-thofé with whom he lives free and unreferved.’ 


Another very prevailing folly in this town, is — 


an implicit compliance with what is called tafte 


and fafhion. ‘Though tafte in the abftract, may 


‘appear but a trivial thing, yet whoever examines 


hiftory and mankind, will find it a main fpring 


of bufinefs and action. ~~ . 


Concerning tafte, we may form a right judg- 
ment from children, who generally delight in 
milk and ‘fruits which nature fupplies in plenty; 
whence it may be inferred, there ig a native 
agreeablenefs in fuch things. Moft grown -. 
ou Sex, ons 
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fons are fo debauched by cuftom, fafhion, and 
fancy, that they rather efteem things according 
to acquired prejudice and habit, than according 
to genuine goodnefs. We are often, by the 
fcarcity and price of things, induced to defpife 
‘what nature has marked for good, and produced 
in abundance. We contract an averfion to things 
obtainable with eafe or fmall expence, and cul- 
“tivate a fondnefs for worfe that are dear, and 
obtained with difficulty. Tea is more fafhion- 
able than milk, becaufe of the difference of 
price. Vegetable productions of China, and 
other Eaftern countries, tafte fine ; for the cofts 
of the long voyage to procure it them; and men 
generally fancy dear things muft be good. Nor 
‘falfe tafte lefs glaring in this town, in drefs 
and behaviour. | rs 

If the Prince was to walk upon ftilts, the cours 
tiers would follow him, and maintain the prac- 
tice to be genteel and rational. Men accommo= 
‘date themfelves to the ufe of bad tafted things, 
and troublefome habits, in order to be diftin- 
guifhed from the vulgar. tat 

Surely nature and reafon have prefcribed the 
rule of medium, which directs a juft value on 
every thing, and forbids an immoderate attach- 
ment to any. Decency declares it abfurd in the 
. fair fex, by fhort garments, to fhew their very 
knees, and ceconomy exclaims againft trailin 
the ftreets with rich brocades. It is equally pre- 
pofterous in the other fex, to wear garments 
which hardly cover their pofteriors, or fuch as 
fearcely difcover their legs, jai tay 
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By thefe brief remarks on tafte; I- mean not 
to encourage a ridiculous affectation of fingula- 
tity, as that of the two follies is the worft; but 
to prevent an implicit compliance with every ri- 
diculous cuftom or opinion, that may be broach- 
ed by any fool of quality, capricious coxcomb, 
or flirting coquette. 
_ The: laft folly,, incident to this town, I thall 
‘mention, is caballing, and embarking with par- 
ties and factions. If a man reflects ferioufly on 
the fallibity of human nature, the effect of pre- 
judice, and bias .of intereft, he will not imma- 
turely decide in favour of any opinion, fect, or 
party. A man, over fanguine in this refpeét, 
undicates a want of underitanding, or incurs a 
- dufpicion of venality. Befides, a perfon over- 
zealous in promoting the caufe of a party, is 
-generally negligent in thofe affairs which imme- 
diately relate to himfelf, andto which, if he at- 
tends not, he will be unable to difcharge many 
relative to duties incumbent upon him. I have 
‘known mapy worthy men ruined by cabals and 
factions, who, by ferving parties, both with their 
time and property, have deftroyed their connec- 
tions and credit, and at laft been treated with the 
bafeft ingratitude. os , 
Such cabals are in the higheft degree irjurious 
to commerce, friendfhip, and fociety: as they 
evidently tend to inflame the mind, deftroy good 
faith between men, and kindle difcord in thofe 
breafts, which were before the feats of perfe& 


| harmony. In fhort, party conneGions can ne- 


ver improve the mind, nor obtain any folid good, 
a | ~ while 
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while they generally incur much detriment bot 

in point of temper and property. 
Having thus exhibited a concife view of the 
men and things of the town, I prefume it will 
not be foreign to our purpofe, to add a few ge- 
neral dire&tions to fuch perfons as may be dif- 
poled to vifit it, either for amufement or em- 
ploy; as much caution is neceflary, not only on 
their arrival, but alfo previous to their ‘depar- 

ture from the country. 7 
With refpect to the man of fortune, his moft 
important concern, is the difpofal of his eftate. 
This is the grand bafis upon which all the reft 
of his affairs muft move, fo that unlefs that is 
left to the cundué of a fkilful and honeft: per- 
fon, whatever fuccefs he may have in town, it 
will not compenfate for the lofs he muft inevit« 

-ably fuftain. ae 
To fettle this important affair, with moft eafe 
and convenience to himfelf, leaft trouble to his 
friends and fervants, and greateft fatisfation and 
advantage to his tenants and neighbours, it will 
be neceflary, in the firft place, that he be his 
own auditor, take a monthly furvey of his re- 
{pective accounts, ballance his expences with his 
receipts, and proportion both according to the 
_ amount of his revenue. Some of our gentry 
look upon this as a refleGion upon their charac- 
ters, and imagine that the over fight of their 
eftates is not only a tedious employ, but a dero- 
gation from their dignity ; but to the man of 
real honour and confcience, it is rather a diver. 
fion, and advantageous method of difpofing of 
thofe 


Coy 

thofe {pare hours, which, unoccupied, would be 
burthenfome, inconvenient, or expenfive. 

His next concern mutt be, to procure, if pof- 
fible, an honeft ingenious man for a fteward, 
one that will neither be tempted by avarice or 
intereft, nor feduced by neceffity to betray his 
concerns, or embezzle his effects. -He fhouid 
-be neither morofe in temper, nor rigorous to his 
_tenants ; yet watchful to keep them within the 
rnoderate bounds of their Jeafes and agreements ; 
and above all, carefulto reftrain them from run- 
ning too far in arrears, which commonly termi- 
‘Mates, not only in the ruin of themfelves, but 
the lofs and:inconvenience of the landlord. 

A fieward fhould ‘be remarkable for difcreet 
-government.of himéelf, and his own affairs ; he 
Should be .a tolerable mafter of accounts, and 
well verfed in the art of agriculture, and the me- 
_thod of country-dealing: bit above all, he 
Should be divefted of felfifhnefs and mercenary 
deligns, and attuated by principles of juftice, 
‘bumanity, and gratitude. jd 08 a | 
.. A provident houfe-keeper will alfo be requi- 
Lite, who fhould be difereet, faithful, affable, mo- 
deft, meek, and compaffionate: and-free from 
othe little vanities of goffiping and tale~bearing, | 
too common to her fex. Her mafter’s houfe 
fhould be her only empire, and the peaceable go- 
vernment of it her higheft ambition: fhe fhould 
have have no ends, nor bufinefs of her own to 
divert her mind, but be conftantly vigilant in 
_obferving and reftraining the irregularities of the 
family, not more by ber advice and reproof, than 
eae precedent of her decency and moderation. z 
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the country gentleman could thus furnifh him- 
felf, (which indeed will be very difficult,) he 
might then folace himfelf with the confideration, 
that when he had tired himfelf with the vices 
and follies of the town, his affairs at home be- 
ing in a good fituation, he could return and re- 
pofe himielf with fatisfaGion out of the reach of 
its noife and hurry. 

The next thing worthy the’ confideration of 
the country gentleman, is to manage himfelf’ 
with advantage and fecurity when he comes to 
town. He has been fhewn already the rocks 
he is moft liable to fplit-upon, and the vices, 
follies, and dangers, to which he will be per- 
petually expofed as a gentleman and a ftranger, 
I fhall therefore wave thofe already mentioned, 
and offer him afew admonitions, which I hope 
will neither be unacceptable or unprofitable. 
The firft point of advice I would enforce, is not 
to hurry himfelf into the fociety of ftrangers, 
This we have repeated again and again; as the 
generality of the mifchiefs of this town derive 
their origin from that fource. TI alfo again ad- 
monifh him not to take men and things upon 
truft, but firft to weigh them foberly and deli-: 
berately, to bring them home to the tribunal of 
reafon, con{cience, and experience, before he 
pafles judgment, or makes option. This town 
is molly {wayed by falfhood and contradiétion, 
or by faction and intereft, fo that if he takes 
things nakedly, without comparing them with 
the rules of truth and probability, he will be 
fubject to endlefs falfhoods and‘impoftures. 
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_I would alfo remind him of his character, his 
birth, education, and eftate, and if he confiders. 
himfelf as a gentleman, not nominal, but real, 
he will doubtlefs deport himfelf confiftently with 
that title, and regulate his behaviour by the un- 
erring maxims of reafon and juttice. 

With refpe& to ladies of fortune, as it is cuf- 
tomary for them to receive good tuition in the. 
country, they may form a tolerable idea of the 
nature of thistown: fuffice it therefore to admo- ~ 
nifh them not to value the fopperies and pleafures 
of it, in.an inordinate degree, but to beware of 
the devices and intrigues of rakes, fortune-hun- 
ters, &c. 

Perfons of inferior. rank of both fexes, will be 
more liable to.the fallacies of an enfnaring town, _ 
as from their fituation in life, they are deprived 
of that knowledge of it which refults from read- 
ing and converfe ; but it :is -prefumed, that a 
precife adherence to the rules we have laid down, 
and obfervations of the various arts, cheats, and 
tricks we have detected and expofed, will pre- 
vent their falling a prey to the fame, and enable 
them to render a town vifit both amufing and 
pigutable, 

We would efpecially « difluade country perfons. 
af all ranks, from harbouring the leaft defire of 
quitting a_rural refidence, for the noife, hurry, 
and confufion of a city life. 

Any perfon of reflection, cannot behold, with- 
out much concern, fo many ftately buildings 

mouldering into ruin in divers parts of this king- 
dom for want of inhabitants. ‘ 
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If the rural inhabitants urge diverfions as a 
plea for preferring a town-refidence, we may 
certainly, with juftice reply, that hunting, fith- 
ing, fowling, and the like, are noble and manly 
recreations, and do not cloy nor fatiate, but are 
{till improving and growing daily more delight- 
ful, They are not {pent or wafted by fruition as 
ours are, for the more they are purfued, the 
more they entertain and gratify. 

Befides, it will be neceffary to confider the 
expences which inevitably refult from the purfuit 
of the pleafures of this town, whereas thofe of 
the country are free and open, and derived, as 
it were, from the general grant of nature. Add 
to this, that all the pleafures of the town may 
be run through in the narrow {pace of two or 
three days; which done, you do but traverfe 
the fame foolifh road, and tread the fame ftace 
ever and over again, and what can be more un- 
grateful to an ingenious, enquiring mind, than 


the dull repetition of the fame fcenes. If thefe’ 


remarks are weighed in the ballance of fober 
reafon, their falutary effects need not be doubted. 

If education is the pretended motive, I would 
afk what kind of education is fought after in 
London. 

A genteel and liberal one may be obtained in 
the country, and every neceflary qualification 
for a tradefman or a gentleman. 

Thofe perfons who hope to improve in every 
ufeful or ornamental branch of education, fhould 
embrace the precious opportunities of quiet and 
fedatenefs, which cannot be expeéted ina noify 
town, the very bane of ag and meditation. In 
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the country, all things are generally calm and 
full; there you have fewer cares to bend and 
torment the mind; and fewer dangers to affright 
and difcompofe you. There are no hurryings 
nor {cramblings, no countermining of one ano- 
ther ; but all the bufy actors are innocently and 
induftrioufly proceeding in their proper ftations, 
and, as far almoft as human nature is capable 
of, hufhed into perfect repofe, | ; 

Surely, none of my. country friends can. think 
of thefe fuperior advantages, and retain their 
giddy refolution of quitting them all for the fake 
of a noify paltry city. 

I am far from advifing any to_areclufe life: [ 
grant that mufic, dancing, fencing.and the like, 
are very proper amufements to pafs away an idle 
interval; but I would not have. thefe preferred 
to {uch purfuits as tend to aggrandize the mind, 
and enoble the foul. 

There is but one thing within the compafs of 
my knowledge, by which this town can im- 
prove their education; I’mean in point of con- 
_ verfation. If you was well fettled both in judg- 
| ment and principle, if you could run through the 
| .different focieties and humours of it, without 
‘being infeGted or feduced by them, and withal,. 
could extract from them fome good morals and 
ufeful obfervations, thefe confiderations might 
juftify a vifit to London; but to leave bufinefs 
to the management of fervants, and your houfe 
and gardens to go to ruin; come up hither to 
wafte your time and money, meerly under pre- 
tence of better company, diverfion, and educa-. 
tion, than your own country can, afford 7h. ' 
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fuch a mixture of folly and madneis, as cannot 
fail to expofe you to pity, fcorn and wonder. 
__ If the defire of company prompts any to ex- 
change a country for a city life, let me affure 
them, from long experience, they'll foon find 
them(elves deceived in their expectations, They 
may form what chimerical notions they pleafe, 
concerning the men and things of the town, 
but if they fondly imagine, that it exceeds the 
country in thefe qualities, which are the orna- 
menis of human nature, they are greatly mif- 
taken. It, in reality, is fo corrupt and degene-~ 
rate, and fo exceedingly over-run with vice and 
folly, that little improvement can be expected 
from the fociety found in it. There are, indeed,, 
as in all places, fome perfons whofe company 
and converfe, tend to the edification of their 
-affociates ; but thefe are fo rare, and withal fo 
hard to be difcerned, and come at by a ftranger, 
that much time may be fpent in fruitlefs fearch, 
I can affure him, for my own part, that after 
many years unavoidable refidence in town, the 
expence of much money, and lofs of much time; 
there are very few within the circle of my ac-. 
quaintance on whom I can confidently rely, and. 
with whom I can familiarly converfe. 
_ The general topics of moft companies here: 
are of a frothy infignificant nature, neither tend- 
ing to amufement nor inftruétion ; though al- 
moft every body claims a knowledge of politics, . 
and our very failors to oarraign the meéafures of 
the ftate. Iam forry to fay, that our companions 
-in general, abound with ignorance and imperti- 
nence, ribaldry and nonfenfe,- noife and vanity, 
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and therefore, no reafonable’perfun can prepofe 


to himfelf any advantage from frequenting them. 

Thefe rema:ks, though ay parently harfh, are 
literally true; therefore, if the countryman comes 
hither, he muft e€tp2€t to find men and things 
as they are, and rot as he would have them; and 
if he has fcnfe enough to defpife them, he will 
ineur the character of a proud, ill-natured, un- 
mannerly country fellow, 

Now, upon the whole, if the advantages of a 


country life are fet in oppofition to thofe of town 


refidence, re{peCling the health of the body, and 
the improvement of the mind; it only remains to 
determine which on a fod foundationis moft eli- 
gible? with refpect to health, it will not admit 
of controverfy, not only as it is clear air, and 
the falutary exhalations of the earth are produc- 
tive of the fame, but alfo, as in general, perfors 
in the country are not fo liable to debaucheries of 
every kind, as they are in a depraved town, be- 
caufe whatever may be their inclination, there 
are not fo many various precedents, 

With refpect to the improvement of the mind, 
it is undeniably, evident, that indifpofition of bo- 


dy always affects the mental faculties, impedes 


their exertion, and cafts a gloom over thought — 
in general ; whereas health expands the reafon- 
ing powt:s, promts their exercife, and acce- 
lerates invention, | 

Noife and hurry, alfo attend to perplex the 
mind, banifh ideas, and confound ftudy ; where- 
as folitude and retirement unbend the foul, aflift 


‘the memory, and enlarge conception. 


Befides, in all parts of the kingdom, there are. 
men 


{ tor ) 
men of probity, genius and learning, who, affured : 
of the truth of what I am-endeavouring to prove, 
have‘fixed-on a little rural fpot-to enjoy the blef- 
fings of health and reflection, and pafs life, re- 
tired from the buftle of carping mortals, in fweet 
folitude, and delightful contemplation. 

To fuch as thefe you may repair, with thefe: 
you may converfe with pleafure and advantage, 
from thefe you will certainly reap the higheft. 
inftruction. 

_ If fuch confiderations carry with them any 
weight, furely we need not paufe a.moment to: 
decide the cafe, 

The country life muft as far exceed that of the: 
town as health is preferable to ficknefs, the mind 
to. the body, pleafure to pain, or. fubftance to» 
fhadow. | + 

It only remains to affure our country friénds, | 
that they may rely on the truth of the feveral def- 
criptions and definitions comprized in this little 
work; that the characters are drawn from life, 
without addition or extenuation, and that the. 
admonitions arofe from*a_ real concern for: the: 
_ welfare of mankind, and their progrefs in know- 
ledge and virtue, wherein confifts the true hpa- 
pinefs, and fupreme.dignity of human nature, . 


Fz. NES 


( 102 )} 


SLSPGSSLTLSIGIIGIRLIGEGESS 


A Catalogue of ufeful and en- 
tertaining Books printed for 
F Cooke, at No. 10 in Pater- 
nofier row, which alfo may be 
had of moftother Book-fel- 
lers in England. | bel 
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(Price One Shilling) Adorned with a curious Frontif- 
piece of all the moft favourite Singing-Birds, 
The Complete Bird-Fancyer ; 
OR, 
Bird-Fancyer’s Recreation, 
Containing the beft inftructions for Taxine, 
Breepinc, Frepinc, and Rearine,’ all Sorts 
of Sonc-Birps; particularly Canary. Birps, 
NicHTincaes, Larxs, Buacx-sirps, STER- 
qincs, THrusuis, Linnets, GoLpFincHeEs, 
Bu.rincues, &c. Together with an account of 
all their Diftempers, and the beft Methods of cur- 
ing them. Alfo the fureft Means of diftinguifhing 
the Cocx from the Hen, and learning them to 
SinG, to the greateft perfection.. . 
“By CEORGE WRIGHT, who has made 
the rearing Birds his diverfion near twenty-years. 
The Lovers of Harmany reading this Book, 
May the Moments'of pleafure prolong, 
Bor bere we are taught by the Feather and Look, 
To judge of the Bird and bis Song. i, 
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: II. 
Price One Shilling and Six-Pence, 


The Cries of Blood, 


Or, Juryman’s Monitor, 

Being an Authentic and Faithful Narrative of the 
LIVES and Melancholy DEATHS of feveral un- 
happy Perfons, who have been T'ried, Convitted, 
and Executed, for Robberies and Murders, of which 
they were entirely Innocent. 

Together with a brief Relation of the Means in 
which the faid Crimes were difcovered, after the 
Deaths of feveral unfortunate Perfons herein related. 

Thou fhalt not bear falfe Witnefs againf thy 
Neighbour. 


DECALOGUE, 


——If good Men 
- Be fingled out to bleed, and bear the Scourge, 
What is Reward? and what is Punifhment ? 
But who fhall dare to tax eternal Juttice ! 
| DRYDEN, 


Hil. 
Price only One Shilling, 
Adorned with a moft curious and ufeful Frontif- 
iece. | 


| Being the compleatefi, cheapef?, and beft Book of the 


hind ever yet publi/bed, 
H 


THE 
Complete Horfe Doctor ; . 
OR 


FARRIERY made plain and eafy. 
Explaining the beft Methods of Curing the fevera} 
‘ Difeafes 


) 
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Difeafes to which Horfes are fubje&t.— Together: 
with that which has for fome Time raged among 
thefe ufeful Creatures.—~And a fuccin& Account of 
all the various Symptons of their approaching Dif- 
orders,—Alfo the beft Manner of taking Care of: 
_ them, during the Time of their Ilnefs.—The whole. 
daid down in the moft plain ‘and intelligible Manner, . 
_ that all thofe who have Horfes may manage their owa, . 
vand cure the Difempersto which they are fubjed, . 
without the affiftance of a Farrier. —With an Intro- 
duction, containing the beft and moft certain Me-- 
thods of chufing Horfes of ail Kinds.— Alfo the beft. 
Rules for managing a Horfe on a Journey, together 
‘with the moit approved Method of Riding, which. 
with a little Practice will enable the Reader to be- 
come a complete Horfeman. - ‘ 
The whole being the Refult of Thirty-feven Years Prac-. 
tice and Experience, 


By J. THOMPSON, of Gliften, in Yarkfire. 
iW. 


In @ neat pocket Volume, Price 2s, bound and gilt on- 
BS the back. . 


The School of -Virtue,. 
Or, Polite Novelift.. 
_ Confifting of Novels, Tales, Fables, Allegories,. 
‘&c. &c. Moral and Entertaining, in Profe-and Verfe. 
Containing among a very great Variety of curious- 
Pieces, the following, 

The Gentleman Tradefman, Arifton and Sopho- 
nia, Bidderman the wife, Hope and Pomp, ‘The . 
Folly of Difcontent, Hortenfius and Parthenia, Ge- 
nius, Virtue and Reputation, The treacherous Guar- . 
_ dian, Hiftory of Mifs Lucy Barnard, Filial Piety 
Belmour and Amanda, Providence vindicated, 5 . 
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4 | 2 
The Polite Tutorefs, 
Or, Young Lady’s Inftructor. 


Being a Series of Dialogues between a Senfible 
Governefs, and feveral of her Pupils of the firit 
Rank. In which they are made to think, fpeak, and 
a&t in a Manner fuitable to their refpeCtive Tempers, 
Difpofitions, and Capacities. ey; 

The natural Defects of Infancy are reprefented in 
the ftrongeit Light, and proper Rules laid down for 
correcting them ; Care being taken to form their 
Minds to Virtue, as wellas to cultivate their Under- 
ftandings. 

In this Work are included, feveral abftraéts from 
Scripture, Fables, Geographical Definitions, &c. in- 
terfperfed with ufeful Refle&tions, and moral ‘l’ales, 
for their Amufement: Written in an eafy Stile, and 
perfectly adapted to their tender Years. 

A very proper Study for all Children of Fafhion, 
efpecially thofe at Boarding-Schools. ‘The whole 
being the beft calculated Thing ever yet publifhed, 
to make the young Reader at once a Fine Lady and 
a Good Woman. | 

Infcribed to their Royal Highneffes the Princefs 
Louisa Anne, and the Princefs Carotina Ma- 
TiLpA, third and fourth Daughters of her Royal 
Highnefs the Princefs Dowager of Waves. 


The THIRD EDITION, 
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Adorned with a very beautiful Copper- Plate Frontif- 
piece elegantly engraved. The whole-compleated in 
Light Parts, at Four Pence each. 

The Life and Adventures * 
os yi. a MO Pitthe FA NO TS |... 
MOLL FLANDER 

Who was born in NEWGATE,. 

Among a very great'Variety of Entertaining Par- 
ticulars, the Manner of her being brought up a-- 
mong Gypfies, who left her to the Care of the Pa- 
mith at Colchefter.. Her being debauched at the 
Age.of Sixteen by her Lady’s eldeft Son and fome-- 
time after being married to his. own Brother, who. 
«dying, left her with two Children. Her marrying 
a rich Planter, who carried her to Virginia, where: 
his-eftate lay, and having a child by him, her dif. 
courting with his Mother one Day, when fhe .difco- 
vered her to be her own Mother alo. © Her refuling 
ito live-in Inceft with him, and return to England. 
Intrigue with a Gentleman at Bath, ‘by whom fhe. 
thad ja Son. Her «marriage in Lancafhire with a. 
.Gentleman who proved to be an IJrifh Fortune-Hun-.- 
iter. Her being detected in a. Robbery, Trial at the 
Old-Baily, and Tranfportation with her Lancafhire 
_ Hufband. Her arrival at Virginia, feeing her~Son. 
by her own Brother, growing zich and dying peni- 
ent in the 77th year of her Age. 
Written from her MEMORANDUMS. ~ 
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VI. 

In Two Volumes neatly. bound Price 53. adorned 
with a new. Set of Cuts, beautiful egnraved:from oris 
ginal Defigns. > 

The LIFE and ADVENTURES of 


The FORTUNATE MISTRESS, and mot 
UNA 2 PY Yow ft FE. 
A Work full of furprizing Incidents and calculated 
equally to Enrerrarin and Insrrucr. 
CONTAINING: i 
An Account of her Birth in France, and coming’ 


to England. Her Marriage with a Brewer who ran | 


out his Eftate, and left her ina deftitute Condition: 
with five Children, Her cohabiting with her Land- 
* lord, their Journey to Paris, where her Gallant was- 
robbed, and murdered. Her being fell in Love with: 
by the. Prince------ » by whom fhe hada Son; her 
going with the Prince to the. Palace of Mendon, © 
where fhe faw her Hufband, who had entered in the— 
Gen’s d’Arms-Guard. The Prince leaving her, 
» &c, The Dealing fhe: had witha Dutch Merchant 
and a Jew; the-latter of whom: wanted .to defraud 

er of a great-parcel of Jewels. Her return, in a 
dangerous Storm to England; Her going after- 
wards to Rotterdam; where fhe faw the:Dutch Mer- 
chant, to. whom fhe-foon after. became a Bedfellow. 
Her return to England again, living asa great Lad ys. 
under the Name of Roxana. Her Marriage with the - 
Dutch Merchant in London, who was naturalized, 
and createda Baronet ; the Miferies fhe and her 
Maid Amy afterwards fell into—with an Account 
of her Death and Burial. % 7 
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VIll. 


* Iyferibed to the High Genie x the 


prefent Age. — 
Is a neat Pocket Volume, ( price 2s. ferwed) Lions’ 
with a Humorous Frontifpiece from the Life, 


The MIDNIGHT SPY; 


Or, A View of the Tranfactions of. 
LONDON and WESTMINSTER, 
From the Hours of Ten in the Evening, till Five 


in -the Morning ;. exhibiting a great variety of 
Scenes in High and Low-Life. With the Charaéters 


of fome Well known Noéturnal Adventurers of both. 


Sexes. Alfothe Humours of ROUND HOUSES, 


- NIGHT HOUSES, BAGNIOS, JELLY HOU- 


SES, GAMING TABLES, ROUTES, and other. 
Places of MIDNIGHT RESORT. Together with 
the general and particular Defcription of Women of 
the Town, by the Author of the. CHEATS of 
LONDON aia 

x. | 


Tn a neat Pocket Volume, (Price Three Shillings, i 


Modern Gallantry Difplay’d ; 


OR THE 


Courtezan ‘Delineated. 


In the Authentic Memoirs of Several celebrated 
Ladies of Hicu TasrTe, who 10. e equally Diftin-— 
guithed for their Beautixs and Biemisues. In- 


terfperfed with Variety of real “Chara@ers drawn 


from the Life, and now yee in this Metro-— 


polis. 
By the Author of the Midnight Spy, and of the 
Cheats of London. : 
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